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INTER=ASTAN APPALRS 


BANGLADESH, INDIA SIGN CULTURAL PACT 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 31 Dee 80 ; 


[Text] Bangladesh and India signed in Dacea on Tuesdey a two-year programme to 
atrengthen the existing bonds of friendship and develop cultural relations and 
understanding between the two countries, reports BSS. 


Under the executive programme for the yeare 1981 and 1982 the two countries will 
promote cooperation in the spheres of education, science and technology. They wil! 
exchange professors, teachers, scientists, technologists, specialists and students. 


Mr. Siddiqur Rahman, Secretary, Ministry of Sports and Culture and Mr. Muchkund 
Dubey, Indian High Commissioner in Bangladesh, signed the protocol on behalf of 
their respective countries. 


The protocol! was signed under the provision of cultural cooperation agreement signed 
by the two countries in 1972. The last two-year cultural protocol was signed in 
1974, 


Under the executive programme the two governments will provide facilities for train- 
ing and study to the scholars of the two countries in the field of culture, education 
and sports. 


Both will endeavour to orrange art exhibition and international book exhibition in 
each other's country. 


The two countries will also exchange officers for a study-cum-lecture tour on 
archaeology. 


Exchanges will also take place between them in the fields of art, culture, education 
on mutual consultations. 


Speaking on the occasion, Mr Siddiqur Rahman said that additional proposals fox 
cultural cooperation (not included in the programme) would be considered and car- 
ried out by mutual consent. 


He said that the relations between the two countries based on a shared heritage went 
deep into the past. He added that signing of the protocol would go a long way in 
consolidating the friendly relations between the two countris on the basis of 
equality and mutual respect for each other's sovereignty. [as published] 














Reciprocating the warm sentiments, Mr, Muchkund Dubey described the signing of the 
programme as “an important phase" in the evolution of the growing relations between 
the two countriea, 


He said that it was 4 matter of great satisfaction that the cultural programme could 
be renewed afler some years, 








C80: 6220 














INTER=ASIAN AFFALRS 


BNP LEADER MEETS WITH PRC VICE PREMIER IN PEKING 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 30 Dec 80 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Peking, Dec, 29:--Professor A. 9. M. Badruddoza Chowdhury Deputy Leader of 
the Jatiyo Sangesand and Secretary General of Bangladest. Nationalist Party, had a 
meeting with Mr. J. IL. Penglei Vice-Premier, Secretary General of the State Council 
and head of the Foreign Liason Department of the central committee of the Chinese 
Communist Party, on Saturday at the Great Hall of the people, reporte BSS. [as pub- 
lished | 


Vice Premier J. |. requested the BNP Secretary General to convey the warm greetings 
and best wishes from the Chinese leadership and people to President Ziaur Rahman 
Chairman of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party and to the people of Bangladesh. 


Prefessor Choudhury, on behalf of President Ziaur Rahman Chairman of the BNP, the 
BNP standing committee, the people of Bangladesh as well as his own behalf, 
requested Vice-Premier to convey the heartiest greetings and sincere good wishes to 
Chinese leadership and people, and wished the Chinese people great success in their 
efforts to realise the four modernisations programme. 


Prof. Choudhury expressed the hope that he would be able to visit China and to have 
meaningful exchange of views with the Chinese leaders in the near future. 


Vice-Premier JI wished the Government and the people of Bangladesh greater success 
and also expressed the hope the Professor Choudhury would visit China again next 
year. [as published] 


CSO: 4220 

















INTER@ASIAN AFFAL\S 


BNP LEADER MEETS WITH PRC HEALTH MINISTER 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 28 Dec 80 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Peking, Dec, 27:--Professor A. 0. M. Badruddoza Chowdhury, Deputy Leader 
of the Jatiya Sangsad and Secretary-General of the BNP had a cordial exchange of 
views with Mr. Qian Xanzhong, Minister of Public Health of the People's Republic of 
China at the Great Hall of the People recently, says BSS. 


Their discussion centred on the development of che health sector and the popula- 
tion control and programme of the two countries. The Chinese Minister expressed 
appreciation of the measures taken by the Government of Bangladesh to extend health 
facilities throughout the country. The Public Health Minister hosted a dinner in 
honour of Professor Chowdhury at the Great Hall of the People which was attended, 
among others, by Mrs Yang Chun Vice Minister of Public Health. 


in his dinner speech the Chinese Minister paid tribute to the great success achieved 
by the Government and the people of Bangladesh in their nation-building task under 
the leadership of President Ziaur Rahman. He noted with satisfaction that the 
friendship and cooperation between China and Bangladesh had been developing speedily 
and rapidly. 


Mr. Qian expressed the hope that two countries would be able to achieve a meaning- 
ful cooperation with each other in the health sector and exchange of experiences. 
He deeply appreciated the foreign policy of Bangladesh particularly her resolute 
opposition to imperialism and colonialism as well as her contribution to the cause 


of peace. 


in reply, Prof. Chowdhury said that the peoples of Bangladesh and China had long 
tradition of friendly contacts and fruitful exchanges ‘asting over centuries in the 
past. He noted with gratification that the relations between the two countries 
had manifested a welcome and promising development. in this connection, he under- 
lined the rapid development and cooperation between the two countries in a wide 
variety of fields and expressed the hope that their co-operation in the health 
sector as well as other fields would increase in the near future. He wished the 
Chinese people continued progress and prosperty as well as great success for 
realisation of their four modernisation programmes. [as published] 


In his speech Prof. Chowdhury highlighted the launching of peaceful revolution in 
Bangladesh in order to attain self-sufficiency in food production, eradication of 
illiteracy and populution control. He also spoke of the extensive programme 


























undertaken by the government for the countrywide development and extension of 
health facilities, 


Prof, Chowdhury had a hree hour long meeting with Mra, Yang Chun, Vice Minister of 
Public Health and high ranking Chinese officials in the morning. [ae published) 


The Chinese side gave a resume of the developmnt of health sector with special 
emphasise to family planning and population control, rural heaith facilities, 
traditional medicine and barefoot doctors. [as published] They also enlightened 
him on China's future plane and programmes in this regard. Prof. Chowdhury informed 
them of the programme taken up by the Government for developing the health sector 
particularly with regard to population control and rural health facilities, 


in the afternoon Prof Chowdhury visited a cotton spinning textile mill in Peking. 
The mille is one of the longest of its kind with a daily production of 70 thousand 
kilograms cotton yarn and two hundred thousand metres of textiles. [as published) 
The mane of the mills explained to him the different aspects of production as 
well a ft tue extensive social welfare and health facilities. 


Earlie: \. 0. M. Badruddoga Chowdhury arrived in Peking on December 23 on a 
two week study tour of China. He was accompanied by Dr. A. |. Begum and Dr. Khalilur 
Rahman. His programme inter alia includes to Shanghai and Canton. 
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BANGLADESH BANK RELEASES 1979-80 ANNUAL REPORT 
Dacea THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 28 Dee 80 pp i, 12 


[Text] Overall economy of the country during the year 1979-80 showed some improve- 
ment with the Gross Domestic Product estimated to have grown by 4.82 per cent in 

real terme 46 againet 4,35 per cent in the preceding year, Wowever, Agricultural 
production fell short of the target, according to the annual report of the Bangladesh 
Rank for the year 1979-80, which hae been released on Saturday. 


The annual report for the year eding on June 30 last has ben released after about 
six months, [ae publ ished) 


Agricultural production has been estimated at 1.69 per cent during the year under 
review a6 againet the target of 6.9 per cent. The industrial production increased 
by 4.50 per cent a6 compared to the increase of 4.47 per cent during 76-79, 


The power and gas sector and construction sector achieved growth rates of 11.41 
per cent and 9.09 per cent respectively. Banking and insurance and professional 
and siecellaneous services grew by 13.58 per cent and 6.8) per cent respectively. 


The report saye that apart from 4 somewhat larger growth in G.D.P., the substantial 
improvement in availability wae made possible by significantly stepping up both 
food and non-food imports. in order to deal with the food deficit arising from the 
preceeding year's drought, extensive arrangements were made for food importe both 
from own resources and under aid and loans. [ae published) Total food imports 
during the year amounted to 27.78 lakh tone as againet 11.81 lakh tone in the pre- 
ceeding year. [ae published) The import target for the year 1979-80 originally 
fixed at Taka 1850 crore wae later raised to Taka 2058 crore. In the preceding 
year the target was Taka 1500 crore while the actual utilisation was Taka 1415 
crore. 


The report states that the improwement in availabi'ity was accompanied by the slowing 
down of the rate of monetary expansion during the year. Broad money increased by 
not more than 16 per cent during the year 1979-60 a6 against the increase of 24 ver 
cent in 1978-79. The cost of liwing index for Dacca siddie clase soved up from 
522.865 at the end of June, 1979 to 5867.40 by June, 1980 indicating an increase of 
12.35 per cent ower the year a6 compared with the rise of 14.6 per cent in the 
preceding year. 


The price rise during the year under review was attributed to forces working both at 
home and abroad. The report saye while the internations! prices of 4 large number 





of imported commodities like petroleum, fertiliser (urea) cement, pig iron, sugar 
and (in inereased significantly during the year leading te 4 substantial adverse 
impact on the price situation in the country, the imbalance between demand and sup- 
ply alee added te the problem, The imbalance between demand and supply wae evi- 
denced by 4 arowth of 16 per cent in bread soney a6 againet 4 growth of 4,82 per 
cent in GDP during 1979-80, 


The report saye that the slewing down of the rate of gonetary expansion during the 
year which wae an important factor in containing the price pressure should not 

leave avy room for complacency a6 thie was brought about not by any lowering of the 
fate of growth) in domestic credit but by 4 substantial deficit in the foreign 
sector, As @ matter of feet, the report states, domestic credit showed 4 much 
higher fate of expansion during the year that te the preceding year. [a6 published) 
At Taka 3799.72 crores at the end of June ‘80 domestic credit denoted an increase of 
Taka 886,90 crore or 11,09 per cent over the level 4 year ago, The report stated 
that there wae 4 shortfall in the reeevery of credit te the private sector jute 
trade by Taka 132.62 erore till end of June, 80, Retirement of credit to the public 
sector jute trade also lagged behind the echedule by Taka 96.89 crore, The recovery 
of credit extended to the agricultural sector was aleo quite slow. 


Apart from the slow pace of recovery in bank credit; another problem which was of 
mech concern was the excessive concentration of credit in certain sectors, While 
manufacturing accounted for not sore than 10, per cent of the GDP about 37.07 
per cent of bank credit was estimated to have gone to this sector, Trade also 
claimed a subsantially large share of bank credit, [as published) Credit to this 
sector is estimated to have constituted about 29.62 per cent of total bank credit 
whereas thie sector's contribution to GDP did not exceed 14.36 per cent. On the 
other hand agriculture accounted for about 49.22 per cent of GDP in 1979-80 but 
ite share in total bank credit was estimated to have been not sore than 16.1) per 
cent, 


BSS adds: The report said that overall banance of payments recorded a 
Taka 188. crore during the year a6 against 4 surplus of 99.01 crore in the preced- 
ing year. [ae published) Although there was 4 substantial 4 

Special Drawing Rights (SDR) from IMF under stand-by arrangement and 
facility, the report said that the convertible foreign — reserves — 
from Taka 992.14 crore end-June 1979 to Taka 403.00 crore end-June | 
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IMP GRANTS BANGLADESH 800 MILLION IN SDR'S 
Dacea THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in Bnglish 27 Dee 80 p | 





{Text} The International Monetary Pund (IMF) would orevide upto 800—million Special 
Drawing Righte (SDR) to Bangladesh ae medivue-tere balance of payment assistance in 
the next three years, — Bangladesh Bank source-said on Friday, reporte B88. [ae 
published] 


The IMP had approved an extended arrangement to make the resources avaliable to 
Bangladesh Government in support of ite economic programme. 


The source quoted an IMP Press release a6 saying that “the Fund's extended facility 
provides mediue-tere balance of payment aesistance for member-countries that need to 
make structural adjuetmente to their economics. [as publ ished] 


The Presse release said: ‘purchases under thie arrangement which is equivalent to 
35) per cent of Bangladesh's new fund quota of SDR 228 million will be financed in 
part from the Pund's ordinary resources and in party from resources borrowed by the 
Pund under the supplementary financing facility. [ae published) Currently 
Bangladesh's outetanding financial obligations to the Pund resulting from past 
operations and transactions total the equivalent of SDR 137.7 million it added. 


The Press release said: “following 4 period of economic disruption in the early 
19708 after ite independence, Bangladesh made significant economic progress in the 
second half of the decade-economic growth, based on a recovery of the industrial 
sector, averaged nearly 6 per cent in thie 5 yeare ended 1979/80. Long standing 
structural difficulties persisted. However, and efforte to resolwe them vere sup- 
ported by the use of etand-by arrangement approved on July WO 1979. [as published] 
Progress was achieved in several important areas, but 4 severe drought and the 
deterioration of the international-economic environment intensified some exist ing 
problems and created new ones. Inflation rose to 15 per cent in 1979/80, from 10 
per cent the previous year, and higher import costes for food and petroleum caused 
the current account balance of payments deficit to deteriorate from 10 per cent 

of Grose Domestic Product (GDP) to 15 per cent’, it added. 


The Prese release said: ‘the Government's economic programme which the present 
arrangement is supporting, has been formulated within the broader framework of «4 
Five-Year Plan for 1980/81 to 1984-85. The programme will be directed to increasing 
the lewel of aggregate production as quickly a8 possible and creating employment. 
Particular emphasise will be placed on sobilizing public sector resources, encouraging 








private savings afd investment, and strengthening the underlying external position, 
Accelerated development of the agricultural seeter, whieh accounts for more than half 
of GDP te the comerstone of these policies, The major objective is te achieve 
foodarain self-sufficiency by 1984-85 and, to this end the use of modern agricultural 
technology will be increased the effectiveness of public sector inetatutions laproved 
and prompt adjustments made to procurement prices, [as published) In the indue= 
trial sector the main emphasio is being placed on developing industries support ing 
anticulture broadening the fole of private investment and encouraging foreian 
investment ‘the Presse release added, [ase publ ished) 


The Presse release also said: ‘The overall aim of financial policy under the pro- 
atamme is to achieve an increase in domestic savings to finance increased invest- 
ment while maintaining 4 stable finaneial environment, Efforts are under way to 
strengthen the network for banking facilities and steps are being taken to develop 
a ptivate capital market. The authorites aise intend to maintain key deposit rates 
at levele that provide positive real rates of return, ' 


increased public sector savings will result from etrengthening the Government budget 
and improving the financial performance of the public sector enterprises, Govern- 
ment spending will be closely monitored and tax revenues improved. initiatives are 
also being taken to encourage the development of nontraditional exporte and to 
increase the repatriation of remittance from workers abroad,’ the Press release 
concluded, [as published] 
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NATION BECOMES MEMBER OF COMMON FUND 


Dacca TWE BANGLADESH ORGERVER in Englieh 31 Dec 80 p | 


{Text} Bangladesh hase signed the agreement on common fund that seeks to ensure 
stable and remunerative prices to 10 commodities traded internationally by way of 
financing buffer etock, reporte B85, 


According to 4 meseage reaching in Dacea, Bangladesh Permanent Representative at 
the United Natione signed the agreement on behalf of the Government recently at the 
UN Headquarters in New York, 


Ministry of Commerce said in — Prese release that UNCTAD-IV held in Nairobi in 
1976 adopted 4 resolution to establish the common fund with 4 view to stabilising 
prices of primary commodities produced by the developing countries in the world 
market. After four years of negotiations in June, 1980 an agreement wae finally 
reached to establish the common fund. 


Tvo major producte of Bangladesh--jute and jute goode and tea--are included in the 
echeme of the common fund and Bangladesh will derive benefit from the 

common fund by way of financing of buffer etocks to assure stable and remunerat ive 
prices in reepect of the two producte. 


In addition, Bangladesh will benefit from research and development programme of the 
common fund in the field of product improvement, higher yield, cost reduction, 
structural changes in marketing and increasing the long terms competitiveness and 
prospects of commodities involved, 
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Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 30 Dec 80 pp 1, 12 





[Text] Romania will provide economic and technical assistance worth 500 willion 
dollate to Bangladesh in the next five years, Deputy Prime Minister Mr. 
Jamaluddin Ahmed eaid in Dacca on Monday. 





Mr. Ahmed told B58 at Kurmitola International Airport on return from a four-day 
visit to Bucharest that the Romanian Government agreed in principal to ext’ d the 
credit in response to a Bangladesh request during hie talke with government leaders 
there. 


Mr. Ahmed said that the new areas of bilateral cooperation identified during his 
talke covered of] exploration, @ining, cement plant, power sector including sina- 
hydropower plants, assembly and manufacturing of trucks and buses, agro-based and 
agro-supporting industries, poultry complexes, food and allied industries, deep 
sea fishing, manufacturing of trawling vessels and training of Bangladeshi per- 
sonnel, [ae publ ished) 


During the visit from December 23 to December 26, the Deputy Prime Minister who 

led a five-member official delegation called on President Nicholai clausescu and 
held separate meetings with Romanian Deputy Prime Minister for Finance, Mr. Paul 
Miculescu, Deputy Prime Minister for Foreign Trade and International Economic 
Cooperation Mr. Cornell Bourtica, Industry Minister Mr. A. Abraham and other senior 
officials of the government. [as published] 


After the talks, Mr. Ahmed signed an agreed minutes with Mr. Bourtica in which both 
sides agreed to conclude 4 long-term economic and technical cooperation agreement 
in Dacea during the next meeting of bilateral joint commission, to be held in 1961. 


Mr. Ahmed said that both sides had aleo agreed to aske “every efforts” to reach the 
target of economic and technical cooperation of 500 eillion dollare during the 
Second Five Year Plan of Bangladesh. [as published) The total Rohmanian economic 
cooperation to Bangladesh totalled 61 @illion dollars in the last few years, he 
added. [as published) 


During the talke, Mr. Ahmed said that both sides had agreed to expand bilateral 
cooperation to “a very high dimension”, and spread that to other new areas. He 
described his talks with Rohmanian leaders as exceedingly fruitful” and observed 
that it would be a “new turning point” in bilateral relations in both political 

















fields and economic sector and that it had enhanced the already extsting friendly 
relationship between our two countries, [as published] 


Mr, Jamaluddin Ahmed said that he had explained the prierities of the Second Vive 
Year Plan of Bangladesh to the Romanian leaders with particular reference to the 
industries sector, 


in reply to 4 question Mr, Ahmed said that the Romanian credit ae agreed upon would 
be in terme of project and commodity assistance, Romania had not extended any com 
modity assistance to Bangladesh earlier, he added, 


The Deputy Prime Minister in charge of the Ministry of Industry aleo said that 
Bangladesh would be able to reply the credite by supplying commodities and both 
sides had agreed to develop joint venture projects in mutually beneficial areas, 

A delegation source said that the total volume of Romanian assistance in the next 
five yeare would go beyond the projected level of 500 million dollare if such joint 
ventures were agreed upon, 


He said that he discussed wide ranging tesues of bilateral interest and International 
coneern with President Ceasescu and other government leaders. 


Mr. Ahmed said that he had conveyed the personal greetings of President Ziaur Rahman 
to the Romanian President who warmly reciprocated and wished continued success 

and prosperity of the government and people of Bangladesh. President Ceasescu 
expressed his satisfaction for the massive involvement of the people and government 
in the development of economy of Bangladesh, particularly in the agriculture 

sector. The Romanian head of state also lauded the role of Bangladesh in various 
international forume to champion the cause of new international economic order 
(MIBO) and other important contributions being made in Non-aligned community and 
disarmament. 


Mr. Ceasesu had aleo expressed hie desire to visit Bangladesh at the earliest 
opportunity in response to the Bangladesh's invitation Mr. Ahmed said. [as pub- 
lished] 


President Ceaseescu has also assured Mr. Ahmed that the Romanian Government would 
spare no efforte to help Bangladesh in any fields. Mr. Ahmed said that the visit 
has opened “great opportunity” for expansion of bilateral coperation in many 
fields. [as published] 


Deputy Prime Minister visited some important industrial enterprises including inte- 
grated oil refineries petroleum-complex, heavy engineering complex, and bus and 
trucks manufacturing unite and ofl rig manufacturing unite. 


Other members of the delegation were: Mr. Al-Hussainey, Member Planning Com- 
mission Mr. Shafiul Alam, Additional Secretary External Resources Division, Dr. 
Nacrul lelam, Chairman Bangladesh Steel and Engineering Corporation and Mr. A. W. 
Shameul Alam, Ambassador in Romania. 


C80: 4220 


12 











FOREIGN MINISTER RETTERATES CLAIM TO NEW ISLANDS 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 30 Dec 80 pp 1, 12 












[Text] Foreign Minister Prof. Shameul Huq on Monday reiterated Bangladesh's claim 
on the new islands in the estuary of the border river Hariabhanga and said 
“according to our information, Bangladesh is the rightfui owner of the islands" 
reporte B55, 










He wae replying to Opposition allegations during a foreign policy debate in the 
Jatiyo Sangead on the question of Indian claim on South Talpatty island. A number 
of Opposition members including the mover of the sotion Mr. Almas Hossain of Muslia 
League took part in the debate. 










Prof. Huq referred to the understanding reached by the Foreign Ministers of 
Bangladesh and India and said that the Bangladesh government would expect that 
both the countries would honour the understanding on reaching an early and peaceful 
solution of the question of island and other problems. 










Bangladesh, he said aleo beliewed that since ite demand on ownership of the islands 
was based on dependable and ecientific information any decision on the issue would 
certainly be in favour of Bangladesh. 


Referring to the allegations about the delay in claiming the ownership of the 
island, the Foreign Minister pointed out that the present government lost no time 
in taking action on the matter. We referred to the steps taken by the government 
in claiming the ownership of the islands ase soon as it was brought to its notice 
by the Navy in December 1978, and said that if the previous governments had failed 
to take any action the present government should not certainly be held responsible 
for their failure. 


Prof. Huq said “while I appreciate that the problem under discussion is naturally 
one of great concern to the Members of Parliament | am however compelled to observe 
that the criticiem levelled against the government were based mostly on emotion 
rather than on facts and therefore, are highly sisleading.” [as published) 


The Foreign Minister assured the House in unequivocal terms that Bangladesh was 
determined to protect its national interest independence and sovereignty as she 
belived in the peaceful settlement of disputes in international relations. [as 
publ ished) 











The Foreign Mintseter reminded the Member that in spite of being a new country, 
Bangladesh) had been supporting and following certain fundamental principles in 
foreign relations with firmness, devotion and success, As a result, the active and 
powerful role of the principled foreign policy of Bangladesh in international rela- 
tions ie well known and respected in the international arena, he added, 


Prof, Shameul Huq said, newspapers had reported, that while replying to a question 
in the Indian Rajya Sabha on December 19, 1980 the Indian Poreign Minister claimed 
for India the ownership of the newly emerged islands at the estuary of Hariabhanga 
fiver, naturally caused special concern to the government of Bangladesh and aleo 
among our people. in view of this situation in a etatement on behalf of the govern- 
ment the Ministry of Foreign Affaire has categorically rejected thie one-sided 
Indian claim, This statement hase been published in various newepapere and aleo 
circulated through the media, 


In the past aleo at various times the Foreiga Minieter said discussions on the ques- 
tion of ownership of the newely emerged islands have taken place in thie august 

House and, in the course of discussion, the Member have been informed that according 
to our information Bangladesh is the rightful owner of these islands. [as published) 


Prof, Huq said that the facts on which Bangladesh claims the ownership of these 
islands were sent to the Ministry of Foreign Affaire on December 30, 1978 by the 
Chief of Naval etaff through the Ministry of Defence. These facts were examined 
in the inter-minieterial meetings that took place since January 2, 1979, he said 
adding that afew photographs taken from the satellite were included among these 
facte. 





This information the Foreign Minister eaid, clearly indicate that the channel of 
the border river of Hariybhanga flows along the western side of these islands. [as 
published) Therefore, our claim that these islands legally belong to Bangladesh is 
based on thie ectientific information. Prof. Huq said since the Indian government, 
on the basis of their own facts and information claimed the ownership of these 
islands, the iseue became a controversial one. 





The Foreign Minister said that in order to find a peaceful and just solution 
Bangladesh made 4 proposal for a joint survey in April, 1979 to the former Indian 
Prime Minister. This proposal was accepted by him. Hence it will be noticed 

that the present government discussed the claim of the ownership of these islands 
with the Indian government at the highest level tmmediately on receipt of documen- 
tary evidence of ownership of Bangladesh. The Indian government had agreed to the 
joint survey proposal a that level. [as published) 


Prof. Shameul Huq said that the two Foreign Ministers during Dacca meeting in August 
agreed that with a view to further improvement in the existing good relations 
between the two neighbouring countries it was necessary to resolve the various 
unresolved tesues and a joint statement was published in newspapers containing 
their understandings. The question of the ownership of the islands at the estuary 
of the Hariybhanga was also included in the discussion and the decision in this 
context was published in the joint Press statement as follows: The two sides had 
discussions about the island/islands Newmoore/Dakhin Talpatty Purbasha which emerged 
at the estuary of the river Hariybhanga. [as published] Both the sides decided in 
this context that an early and peaceful solution to these problems will be aade 
through further discussion after the two governments had exchanged and examined 
additional facts and information". 
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PARLIAMENT PASSES BILL TO ENSURE PARTY DISCIPLINE 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 31 Dec 80 pp 1, 12 





[Excerpt] The Jatiyo Sangead passed the Membere of Parliament (Determination of 
dispute) Bill, 1980 on Tuesday. The Bill provides for empowering the Election Com- 
mission to give effect to the provision of Clause--4 of Article-66 of the Conseti- 
tution, 





Winding up the debate on the Bill on Tuesaday Leader of the House Prime Minister 
Shah Agigur Rahman said that the provisions of the Bill will ensure iiscipline in 
the political parties and will prevent the members to crose-the floor. He said that 
hie party believed in multi-party democracy and for the esmooth-functioning of 
democracy, disciplined political parties are needed. We denied the Opposition 
allegation that the Bill was directed against any individual or party. He made it 
clear that the Bill had been moved to provide mechaniem to give effect to the 
Clause--5 of the Article 66 of the Constitution. 





The Prime Minister said that the present Government had established democracy and 
there was free functioning of the political parties in the country. The Parliament 
today enjoys unfettered rights and privileges regarding legislation. He also said 
that the President had no veto power under the present Constitution which was 
provided during the rule of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and the Parliament was a rubber 
stamp. He said that with the veto power the President could send a Bill to cold 
storage. But now if the Parlianent passes a Bill the President will have to give 
his assent. 





Regarding the Disturbed Areas Bill, the Prime Minister said that the Disturbed 
Areas Ordinance was in existence since 1962 and the Awami League okayed this during 
their rule. Prime Minister also said that during the Martial Law, President Ziaur 
Rahman promulgated good laws which restored democracy in the country. The Fifth 
Amendment of the Constitution only protected those good laws. 


Earlier the Leader of the Opposition, Mr Asaduzzaman Khan said that the Bill was 
not a comprehensive one. The Bill has been brought to provide mechanism for the 
execution of Article 70 and 66. But it has not been stated what would hapen if the 
Speaker violates the party discipline. [as published) 


Mr. Asaduzzaman Khan said that the introduction of this Bill was not essential and 
it had been hastily brought. The Bill has been brought with some purposes, he said. 


Mr Salauddin Yusuf, Mr. Abdul Latif Mirza, Mr Sirajui Huq, Mr. M. A. Matin, Mr. 
Salauddin Qader Chowdhury and Mrs. Razia Faiz participated in the discussion on the 
Bill. 
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BANGLADESH 


SOLIDARITY GROUP CONVENED OVER INDIAN 'MACHINATIONS' 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in Englieh 31 Dec 80 p 3 


[Text] The National Movement and World People's Solidarity Council on Tuesday 
expressed concern over the "machinations of the expansionist ruling clase of India 
againet the national independence and territorial integrity of our motherland" 
reporte BSS. 


Mr. Eneytullah Khan and Mr Shahadat Chowdhury Chairman and General Secretary 
respectively of the council in a statement to the Press criticised Indian 
obdunance in sharing of Ganges waters forcible occupation and unilateral claim on 
south Talapatty Islands and the motivated statement of Tripura Chief Minister about 
secret training of insurgents in Bangladesh soil. [as published] Such statements 
according to Mr. Khan and Mr. Chowdhury were clearly symptomatic of a well- 
designed plan to strike at Bangladesh and her soverignty. [as published] 


The Government of Bangladesh and the ruling party they said have so far proved 
its “utter incapabality’ to defend and protect nation's interests and are capitu- 
lating under increasing Indian pressure". [as published] 


They demanded a clear categorical stand and action plan from the government on this 
issues and called upon political parties and the broad spectrum of patriotic people 
of all classes to forge resistance struggle against such threats and acts of 
aggression. [as published] 
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HUQ: NO DISCUSSION OF ASSAM PROBLEMS WITH INDIA 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 30 Dec 80 p 1 


{[Text] Foreign Minister Prof. H. Shameul Huq on Monday categorically said that 
Bangladesh government at no level had discussed the question of eviction of "foreign" 
nationals in Assam with the Indian government, reports BSS. 


He said this in the Jatiya Sangead during a foreign policy debate on the newly- 
emerged island in the estuary of the border river Hariabhanga. 


Referring to a reported statement of the Indian Prime Minister Mre. Indira Gandhi 
that Bangladesh President was aware that some of the population of Assam have to 
move to Bangladesh the Foreign Minister said that there had been no discussion on 
this matter at any level. 


On the contrary, Prof. Huq said that in response to reports published in a section 
of Indian Press about illegal immigration from Bangladesh, the government in offi- 
cial Press statements made it absolutely clear that no such illegal movement from 
Bangladesh to Assam had taken place. He also reiterated the Bangladesh would under 
no circumstances would accept any of the evictees from Assam region. [as published) 
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BANGLADESH 


PRESIDENT ZILA OPENS LAWYERS’ CONFERENCE 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 28 Dec 80 pp 1, 12 


[Text] President Ziaur Rahman called for united efforts of the people for the 
establishment of the rule of law in the country. We observed that lack of confidence 
in and respect for rule of law was responsbile for all kinds of indiscipline in the 
society. 


Inaugurating the second national conference of Bangladesh Jatiyo Ainjibi Samity in 
Dacca on Saturday, he reiterated the Government's avowed principle for the estab- 
lishment of rule of law in the country. But he noted, the establishment of the rule 
of law would not be possible through the singular efforts of the Government and the 
lawyers. This needs total co-operation of the people, he maintained. 


The inaugural session of the conference was presided over by Mr. Ahmed Sobhan, 
President of the Samity. It was also addressed by Chief Justice Mr. Justice 
Kemaluddin Hussain. 


In his inaugural address, President Zia said that without respect for the rule of 
law, no progressive society could move ahead on sound lines. He observed that the 
Government is firmly weeded to the cause for the establishment of the rule of law 
which, he added, is essentisl for attaining stabi'{ty and overall development of the 
nation. [as published] 


He said, that the lawyers were an important social group in the country and felt that 
their honesty, efficiency dutifulness and above all, confidence in impartial judi- 
cial system were a gust for ensuring justice for all. He noted with satisfaction 
that the lawyers were constantly reviewing and screening the old and colonial laws 
and acts and were coming up with proposals from time to time to make such laws 
suitable for the people of a sovereign and independent country. He expressed his 
firm belief that the lawyers in Bangladesh would uphold the high ideals of their 
profession and would continue to co-operate in dispensation of justice. 


The President maintained that the Government was also constantly reviewing the 
country's existing laws and was taking appropriate steps to make them suitable to 
meet the requirements of the time. He assured the lawyers of all possible Govern- 
mental help and cooperation for achieving the objectives of the society. He said 
that the efforts of the lawyers were complementary to those of the Government in 


this context. 
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le appreciated the efforts of the lawyers for setting up a research cell on inter- 
national law, Though there its lack of practice in our country in the field of 
international law, yet the initiative of the lawyere on this score would inapire 
others, he held, 


President Zia told the lawyers that the Government was aware of their various prob- 
lems connected with their profession and held out a categorical assurance to them 
that his Government was active to the needs for solution of such problema, 


In his address at the inaugural session, the Chief Justice emphasised the role of 

a lawyer a8 4 social engineer in democratic process and law reforms, He urged them 
to uphold the professional conduct and to take the leading part in the socio~ 
economic emancipation of the people. 


Mr Ahmed Sobhan, President of the Samity, said in his address of welcome that the 
Bangladesh Jetiyo Ainjibi Samity comprising all the Bar ASsociations of the coun- 
try had been formed with the objective of finding a common platform for exchange 
of ideas and views among the members of the legal profession. He maintained that 
the Association, while making efforte to scrutinise the country's existing laws 
would always point out the shortcomings, inadequacies and their incompatibility 
with the dynamics of a modern society. We added that one of the objectives of the 
Association was to suggest appropriate remedies for speedier dispensation of 
justice and to put foreward proposals to revise, [line illegible] and outdated 
laws, whenever necessary. [as published) 


Sattar 


BSS adds: Vice-President Mr. Justice Abdus Sattar said that the Government would 
give due consideration to any suggestions of lawyers regarding modification of 
existing laws and enactment of new ones to meet the needs and requirement of the 


people. 


The Vice-President lauded the efforts of the Samity, as a non-political organisa- 
tion of the lawyers, towards examining the existing laws of the land in order to 
find out their defects, shortcomings, and inadequacies. 


‘This is a laudable object, and the lawyers being constantly in touch with law, 
are expected to make such examinations in depth and to suggest appropriate remedial 
measures’, he observed. The Vice-President said that the Government wae regularly 
reviewing existing laws with a view to weeding out the outdated anachronistic laws 
from the statute books and amending those which had not yet outlived their utility. 
He said that the Government would welcome any efforts of the Samity in this direc- 
tion. 


But the Vice-President stressed, ‘not all age-old colonial laws are bad. There are 
many such laws wihch are really majestic, beneficial and useful. [as published] 
There are some which are masterpieces of legislation, irreplaceable even today. 
Until we can make better substitute, we gust allow them to continue in operation’, 
he added. 


The Vice President also expressed happiness over the opening of a research cell on 
international issues on laws by the Samity and said that it would enable them to 
have some insight into the latest development in this field. 
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Speaking in the session Mr, Jant Alam 4 senior member of the Bar said that the 
lawyers were (riende and guide of the people in their hours eof need, Mr, Alam 

whe wae the chief guest in the seseion alee etreseed the need for 4 apirit of 
public service in legal profession te promete good relationship between the cliente 


and courte, 
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PRIME MINISTER ADDRESSES LAWYERS CONTERENCE 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 29 Dec 60 p | 


{Text} Prime Minister Shah Agieur Rahman said in Dacca on Sunday that the Disturbed 
Areae Bill wae not 4 new idea rather it was already in existence in the fore of 
Disturbed Area Ordinance promulgated in 1962, reporte B85. 


Addressing the National Conference of Bangladesh Jatiya Ainjibi Samity at the 
Supreme Court auditorium, the Prime Minister said that similar law already existed 
in India, ‘Rnactment of lawe quest be conducive to the preservation of national 
sovereignty and territorial integrity,’ he said. 


Presided over by Mr. Ahmed Sobhan President of the Samity the function was attended 
mn Rey the Supreme Court and High Court and representatives of 72 bare of 
Rane . 


Shah Agis said that the government would like to apprise lawyere on 4 consulta- 
tive basis about proposed legislations. 


He said that law quet reflect the will of the people and there could not be any 
stagnation in the legal syseten. 


“Law is intended for the salvation of the people and not for enslavement”. 


The Prime Minister observed that 411 lawe quest be scrutinised constantly and laws 
should be made in accordance with the need of the society. The Bar Council and 
Bar Associations have an important role to play in thie regard, he said. 


The Prime Minister said that the government was keen to ensure separation of judi- 
clary from the executive which, he added, was a constitutional obligation. 


“We do not claim that we have created an ideal situation but we are making genuine 
efforte for creating conditions conducive to rule of law,” he pointed out. 


Shah Agiz regretted that during the previous regime judges of the High Court and 
Supreme Court had no security of their tenure of service and they could be die- 
missed ot removed by the President at his will. 


He said that such condition had been changed and added “we have amended the Con- 
stitution and now no judge can be removed without the recommendation of the Supreme 














Judtetal Counetl of which the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court himself is the 
Chairman, 


He said that the present government had restored the ceremonial right of the Chief 
Juetioe to adminiater oath to the President, 


The Prime Minister told the conference that the government had not only restored the 
fundemental rights but aleo made them justictiable and enforceable which were made 
‘extinet by the previous government.’ [ae published] 


Speaking on Parliamentary sovereignty, the Prime Minister eaid that thie differed 
from country te country, We said, although the US Congress had full control over 
public finance ite power of legislation wae restricted to specific subjects, “Any 
transgression beyond is liable to be declared ultra vires by the Supreme Court.” 


In France, he pointed out legislation was permitted within circumecribed fields and 
enumerated subjects. We said that under the Prench constitution there wae a Con- 
stitutional Council which could etrike down any law enacted in excess of juria- 
diction, 


Shah Agia said that the French President could not be impeached but could be tried 
for treason. 


He eaid that both in France and USA Ministers were not anewerable to Parliament and 
did not eit in the House. The US Congress, he pointed out, could override the 
Presidential veto by two-third majority. 


In Bangladesh, the Prime Minister said the President had no power of veto. “All 
bille passed by the Parliament have to be assented to by the President on recon- 
sideration” he added. 


Shah Acie said that during the previous government the President had the veto 
power. 
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DACCA-UAE COMMISSION COMMUNIQUE, ACTIVITIES TOLD 
Summary of Communique 
Dacea THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 29 Dee 80 pp i, 12 


[Text] Bangladesh and the United Arab Meirates have agreed to continue to cooperate 
in the field of of] and gas exploration and aleo to explore the possibilities of 
joint venture in other fields, reporte B85. 


A joint communique iseuved at the end of three-day visit of the UAR State Minister 
for Foreign Affaire, Mr. Rashid Adbullah Al Noaimi, said that the UAE Minister had 
expreseed hie country's willingness to invest in mutually beneficial projecte in 
Rang ladesh. 


The communique referred to several rounds of talke between Mr. Rashid Abdullah and 
Bangladesh Foreign Minister Prof A. Shameul Huq and said that the two Foreign 
Ministers reviewed bilateral relations and discussed regional and international 
matters of mutual interests. 





The two sides, according to the communique, explored the possibility of increasing 
the volume of trade and commerce between the two countries and reiterated their 
desire for concluding 4 trade agreement in near future. 


The two Poreign Ministers according to the communique reviewed bilateral relations 
and expressed satisfaction at the progress achieved in the development of mutual 
economic cooperation in 411 spheres based on shared history and economic objectiver. 
They stressed the need for widening and expanding areas of gutual cooperation. 


The two sides also agreed to exchange scientists, teachers students and cultural 
delegations in order to deepen educational and cultural cooperation between the two 
countries. 


The communique referred to the first session of the Joint Ministerial Commission of 
Bangladesh and UAE held during the current visit of Mr. Rashid Abdullah and viewed 
it as an important landmark in the rapidly growing cooperation between the two 
brotherly countries in political, economic cultural and other fields. 


The two Foreign Ministers aleo signed « memorandum of understanding governing the 
working of the Joint Ministerial Commission. 











On international matters the Foreign Minitetere of VAR and Bangladesh voiced their 
gfave concer over the continuing fratricidal hostilities between Iran and Iraq, 
They appealed to the two warring countries for an immediate cessation of hostilities 
and an amicable just and honourable solution of their disputes, 


The two Foreign Ministers also reiterated their demand for immediate withdrawal of 
all foreign troops from the Afghan e011] and the need for creation of conditions in 
Afghanistan ae to enable her people to determine freely their own destiny without 
any external interference of intervention, 





Prof, Shameu! Huq and Mr. Rashid Abdullah reaffirmed their full support for the 
establishment of a sone of peace in Indian Ocean and ite natural extensions. They 
also reiterated their convetion that safeguarding of security and stability in the 
Gulf region is the responsibility of the Gulf estates only. [ae published) They 
aleo etressed that the Gulf and the Strait of Hormuse should be kept free for safe 
navigation in the interest of global peace and security. 


Reviewing he global political situation the two Foreign Minister underscored the 
importance of increasing efforte by 411 countries at promoting and strengthening 
international peace and security. [ae publ ished) 





The two sides pledged their cooperation in upholding the principles of the Organi- 
sation of lelamic Conference and underecored the need for unity and solidarity among 
the Muslim countries. They aleo called for closer cooperation among the membere of 
the O1C in political economic and cultural fields, 


On the situation in the Middle Bast Prof Shameul Huq and Mr. Rashid Abdullah viewed 
with deep anguish and diemay the alarwing escalation of Zionist aggression against 
Arab and the Palestinians in flagrant violation of the decisions and resolutions 
of the United Nations and other world bodies. 


The two sides reiterated that a durable and lasting peace in the Middle East can be 
established only on the basis of total and unconditional Ieraeli withdrawal from 
occupied Arab territories including the Holy city of Jerusalem and restoration of the 
legitimate and inallienable rights of the Palestinians including their right to have 
an independent estate in their own homeland. [as published] 


They aleo rejected the recent leraeli act to annex the holy city of Jeruslam as 
ite “eternal and undivided” capital ae illegal and invalid violating all inter- 
tional laws and convention. [as published] 


The UAE Foreign Minister lauded the active and constructive role played by 
Bangladesh as 4 member of the Organisation of Islamic Conference and thanked the 
Government of Bangladesh for making available skilled and semi-skilled manpower to 
participate in the economic development of the UAE. 


He evinced keen interest in securing gore manpower from Bangladesh a fraternal 
Islamic country to which the Foreign Minister of Bangladesh responded favourably 
and complimented the Government and people of the UAE for their rapid progress in 
all fielde under the wise leadership of President Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al- 
Nahiyan. 

















Prof, Shameul Mug briefed the VAR Minister on the objectives of the Second Vive 
Year Plan launched by Bangladesh in July 1980, The UAE State Minister for Foreign 
Affaire expressed deep appreciation of the objectives of the plan for the benefit 

of the people of Bangladesh and assured his Government's full cooperation in the 
development efforts of Bangladesh in various socio-economic sectors, In thie con- 
text he also expressed his admiration for the impressive progress made by the people 
of Bangladesh through their dedicated and determined efforte under the dynamic 
leadership of President Ziaur Rahman, 


Aid for Biman 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 29 Dec 80 pp 1, 12 
[Text] Bangladesh has approached the United Arab Emirates to provide her financial 
support for procuring a fleet of wide-bodied planes for ite airlines Bangladesh 
Biman informed sources said on Sunday; reports ASS, 
The matter came up for discussion during the just concluded meeting in Dacca of the 


UAE-Bangladesh joint Ministerial Commission headed by the Foreign Ministers of the 
two countries, 





The sources said that during the meeting Foreign Minister Prof. Shameul Huq informed 
the UAE State Minister for Foreign Affairs Mr. Rashid Abdullah Nuaimi about 
Bangladesh's plan to procure four wide-bodied planes--two boeings and two air 

buses. 


Discussion was held on the possibility of UAE providing “commercial loans with 
special concessional facilities” for purchase of the planes; the sources said 
adding that the UAE Foreign Minister had agreed to expedite the matter on his 
return home. 


ll Projects 


Bangladesh has approached the United Arab Emirates for providing financial assis- 
tance to 11 development projects prepared in the light of country's Second Five 
Year Plan informed sources said in Dacca on Sunday. 


The projects were given to the UAE delegation for examination during the just 
concluded meeting of the Bangladesh-UAE joint ministerial commission led by Foreign 
Minister Prof. Shamsul Huq and the UAE Minister of State for Foreign Affaire Mr. 
Rashid Abdullah Al Nuaia. 


During the meeting of the commission progress of UAE financed on-going projects in 
Bangladesh was reviewed and possible new areas of cooperation were discussed the 
sources said. 


The new projects seeking financial assistance from UAE include the rural electrifi- 
cation programme Jamalgani Coal Mine Project Kurmiltola Airport Hangar Complex and 
O11 and Gas Exploration Projects. 


Meanwhile the sources said that the United Arab Emirates had agreed in principle to 
participate in financing three specific Bangladesh projects--the Chittagong Urea 








Plant the joint investment company and the Joypurhat Limestone Project. The under- 
standing was reached on these projects aleo during the visit of the UAE State 
Minister, The sources said adding that the final agreement on the three projects 
would be signed after approval of the Board of Abu Dhabi Pund for Arab Economic 
Development, [as published) 


Accord on Commission 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 29 Dec 80 p 1 


[Text] A memorandum of understanding governing the working of the Joint Ministerial 
Commission between Bangladesh and United Arab Emirates was signed in Dacca on 
Sunday, reports BSS. 


Foreign Minister Prof, M. Shameul Huq and the UAE Minister of State for Foreign 
Affaire, Mr. Rashid Abdullah Al-Nuaimi, signed the memorandum on behalf of their 
reapective countries, 


The two Foreign Ministers led their respective delegations at the two day meeting 
of the joint commission concluded in Dacca on Sunday. This is the first meeting 

of the commission set up in March 19786 during the visit of President Ziaur Rahman 
to the UAE to review periodically the progress of cooperation in all fielde between 
the two countries and also promote mutual cooperation in bilateral, regional and 
international issue of mutual interests. [as published] 


According to informed sources the memorandum provides for holding at least one 
meeting of the joint commission annually. The meeting will be held in Dacca and 
Abu Dhabi by rotation. 


UAE Foreign Minister's Departure 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 29 Dec 80 p 12 


[Text] The UAE State Minister for Foreign Affairs Mr. Rashid Abdullah Al-Nuaimi 
left Dacca on Sunday afternoon at the end of his three-day visit to Bangladesh 
reports 85S. 


Talking to newemen before departure the UAE Minister expressed satisfaction at the 
"brotherly discussion" he had with Bangladesh Foreign Minister Prof M. Shameul Hug 
during his stay. 


The talke he said were held on the basis of equal and bilateral relations and 
specifically covered economic fields. Mr. Rashid Abdullah referred to his meeting 
with President Ziaur Rahman on Sunday and said that during the call on he had 
conveyed to him “a brotherly message” from the UAE President Shiekh Zayed bin- 
Sultan Al Nahayan. [as published] He said that he was also carrying back a message 
from Bangladesh President for President Sheikh Zayed. 


Replying to a question on the proposed Gulf and Islamic Security the UAE State 
Minister said that the Muslims had a common understanding and coordination according 
to a code of unity and solidarity of the Organisation of Islamic Conference. He 
reminded that OIC is scheduled to meet at the summit level next month in Saudi 
Arabia. 











Mr. Rashid Abdullah said that 4 programme on security had aleo been worked out and 
documented mutually within the economic basis for safe guarding lelam and Lalamic 
countries, 


Asked if there was any understanding between Bangladesh and UAE on the question of 
forthcoming lelamic summit the UAE Poreign Minister said "We alwaya agree on every- 
thing", 


Foreign Minister Prof, Shameul Huq who was present beside Mr. Nuaimi added that the 
two countries had succeeded in evolving a common position on many crucial issues, 
He expressed the hope that both the countries would continue to cooperate in the 
Islamic Conference and other international forum. 


The UAE Foreign Minister declined to comment on a question on the Iran-lraw war 
but his host Prof, Shameul Huq pointed out that all possible ways of finding a just 
solution of the problem (Gulf War) are going to be explored. He hoped that the 
forthcoming Islamic Summit would spare no pains in meeting the challenge posed 

by the continuing war between Iran and Iraq. 

Calle on Zia 


Earlier: The UAE Minister of State for Foreign Affaire Mr Rashid Abdullah Al- 
Nuaimi called on President Ziaur Rahman in Dacca. 


Hie stayed with the President for some time. 
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SHIPPING PROBLEMS SAID TO HAMPER EXPORT EFFORTS 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 27 Dec 860 p 8 


[Text] Chittagong, Dec 26:--Shipping problem is seriously hampering the export of 
commodities from Bangladesh, There existe both shortage of space and infrequent 
sailings. These have caused stockpiling of exportable commodities in the godowns 
and port sheds. 


The 90 per cent of the total shipment of cargo from Bangladesh depends on foreign 
shipping lines. The export of remaining 10 per cent is done by the Shipping 
Corporation of Bangladesh. The BSC possesses only 26 cargo veasele with total 
capacity of 3.95 lakh tons. The companies in private sector possess only four 
vessels with the capacity of 55,000 tons. Obviously the bulk of export cargo is 

at the behest of both availability of foreign ships and space in it. At times ships 
arrive here when there is no ready commodities for shipment. 


According to the Export Promotion Bureau, frozen foods and tea worht Taka 50 lakhe 
await shipment at Chittagong Port. [as published] Similarly exportable commodi- 
tise like jute goods, raw jute tanned lather and nontraditional items worth crores 
of Taka are awaiting for shipment. [as published) 


The tea exporters are facing another problem of non-availability of direct sailing 
to ite destination. For example, Bangladesh exports a substantial quanitty of tea 
to Dublin of United Kingdom. [as published] The exporters cannot charter an entire 
ship for single consignment of tea because the quantity of tea is not adequate to 
fully load the ship and so, the shipment of tea had to be done along with other 
cargo. As a result the export of tea scheduled for Dublin is first shipped to 
Notterdam along with jute and then transhipped to Dublic. [as published) But 

the extra change of transhipment is borne by the exporters. [as published) Sia- 
ilarly the exporters are facing the same problem for non-availability of direct 
sailing to carry other commodities to Middle-East countries. 


The inadequate refrigerated shipping space is also hampering the eport of some 
items from Bangladesh. These items are kept in refrigerated space to project from 
being rotten in case of long voyage. [as published) The nontraditional items like 


frozen shrimps and frog legs need refrigerated space. 


The exporters complain that they arenot supplied with the information of foreign 
rates of various items. It creates difficulties to mention the net price of com- 
modities to overseas buyers and to assess the total cost of the export. The rates 











of different shipping lines vary for different goods and desitnations, [as pub= 
lished) Every freight rates for the same shippnig company and goods may vary 
dependnig on the routes the ships ply. [ae published] 


The upward revision and disparity in freight charge of different shippnig linea of 
the world are aleo causing setback to the export of Bangladeshi commodities, [as 
published) The freight charge has increased by 600 per cent since 1949. The price 
of jute in 1949 wae about Taka 250 per ton and the freight per ton was four pounds, 
Now the corresponding figures are Taka 400 and 20 pounds, The UK conference lines 
hae so far increased the rates 15 times since 1948, [as published) The lines is 
still seriously contemplating to further increase the rates, [as published] 


The owners of shipping lines claim that the increasing operational cost forced them 
to revise the freight charge. The worldwide inflation, higher cost of repairs, 
higher wages to sea men and higher charges for insurance were cited ae main causes 
for increasing the operational cost and subsequent freight hike. 


C80: 4220 








“ATION WILL PARTICIPATE IN TRANS-ASIAN RAILWAY 


Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 31 Dec 80 p 1 


{Text} Chittagong, Dec. 30:--The plan for extension of direct railway services 
from Bangladesh to Britain is under way. A multi national effort in this direction 
is on, 


The ambitious project named Trane-Asian Railway Project will cover about 7,000 
miles from Bangladesh to Britain but this is only part of the entire project. 


The project envisages a railway network from Indonesia to Britain through many 
South East Asian, Weat Asian and European countries. There will be ferry services 
through the seas between Indonesia and Malysia, at Marmara of Turkey and across the 
English Channel to Dover. [as published] 


A Bangkok based cell of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(ESCAP) is co-ordinating the work relating to the Trans-Asian Railway Project. The 
ESCAP has also appointed a panel of experts to go into the problems of through rail 
movement. 


The Chairman of the Bangladesh Railway Mr Maqbul Ahmed when contacted said that 
Bangladesh is very enthusiastic about thie project. He said that the Bagladesh 
Railway hase already completed the survey for connecting the missing link between 
Dohagari of Chittagong and Burm. [as published) The Chairman further said that 
the passengers of the inter-country railway service will be transhipped at Santahar 
station. [as published) The Bangladesh Railway, he said, sought the financial 
help of the ESCAP for the construction of modern railway station at Santahar. 


Mr Maqbul Ahmed, Chairman of the Bangladesh Railway recently attended the inter 
governmental railway group meeting of ESCAP in Bangkok. The participants at these 
meeting discussed the Trane-Asian Railway Project in detail. [ase published] 


On the eastern of the project portion between Indonesia and Burma is posing a big 
problem. [as published) Burm is reportedly reluctant to connect her land by rail 
with other countries. Moreover a major rail link constructed by Japan during war 
was diemantied. 


But on western sector b ginning from Bangladesh does not pose much problem. The 
missing link between Kerman and Yerd of Iran has already been constructed and 
opened to traffic. The construction of missing link in Pakistan will also be taken 
up soon. 











opened to traffic, The construction of missing link in Pakistan will also be 
taken up soon, 


The countries to be connected under this project are Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, 
Burma, Bangldesh India, Pakistan Iran, Iraq, Turkey and Britain. [as published) 
The journey in rain is said to have cost one third of the air fare. ae published) 
The inter country rail service will also be an alternative to sea borne traffic. 
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AUSTRIA TO HELP IN BULLDING SPONGE IRON COMPLEX 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBsERVER in English 30 Dec 80 p 1 


[Text] Austrian Government has agreed in principle to associate itself in the prep- 
aration of feasibility report and financing of the 160 million dollars Chittagong 
sponge iron complex project, Deputy Prime Minister Mr Jamaluddin Ahmed told BSS on 
Monday. 


The Deputy Prime Minister in charge of Ministry of Indnetry who held talks with his 
Austrian counterpart in Vienna last week said on return to Dacca on Monday that 
they have also agreed to issue guarantee to cover the external finance of the proj- 
ect which would be about 100 million dollars. [as published] 


Mr Ahmed said that the project would be set up on the basis of supplies of natural 
gas from Bangladesh iron ore from India and technology from Austria with a total 
annual production capacity of 5 lakh tons. 


Mr Ahmed held a meeting with the Minister of State of Austrian Chancellor's office, 
and described his talks as “fruitful”. He said that the Austrian Government leaders 
indicated that they would "initiate" process to obtain co-financiers for the proj- 
ects. 


The Deputy Prime Minister informed that the Austrian government leaders indicated 
that surplus of production if any from the project would be taken for export by 
them when commissioned. Mr Ahmed observed that this project would open up a new 
horizon for Bangladesh in its steel industry as well as an exporter of steel 
products in the world market. 
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RAILWAY MINISTER EXPLAINS FACILITIES FOR INDIA 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 30 Dec 80 pp 1, 12 


[Text] The railway Minister Mr. Abdul Alim, on Monday evening allayed the concern 
expressed by the Opposition members that the proposed railway transit facilities to 
India through Bangladesh was for Indian troop movement and transportation of arms 
and ammunition to Assam region, reports BSS. 


The Opposition's apprehensions relating to the proposed transit facilities to Indi: 
were “not based on facts", he told the Jatiyo Sangead replying to a call attention 
motion moved by the Opposition. 


The working formula regarding setting up of transit railway link between the two 
parts of India through Bangladesh was “purely on the basis of commercial considera- 
tion". He said adding that the formla was being studied by the two Governments. 
{as published] 


Earlier in the morning sitting the Foreign Minister, Prof. Shamsul Huq made a 
foreign policy statement replying to the opposition's charges on the bartering 
away of the sovereignty with regards to the newly emerged islands in the Bay of 
Bengal and concession of passages to India through Bangladesh. 


The Railway Minister, is his reply on the proposed transit facilities said, the 
draft proposal was only for carrying goods and there was strict restrictions against 
carrying “any offensive goods" arms nd ammunitions including dangerous drugs, 
besides, he said, the railway transit would be fully controlled by the Bangladesh 
railway and proper checking would be made by the customs. [as published) 


Referring to the similar facilities which were in existence during the Pakistani 
time Mr. Alim said such facilities were economically profitable for the country 
which would earn about Taka three crore annually. The country which gave the Indian 
railway over taka one crore for using their railways for shipment of ovr imports 
from India could earn the amount that way. He said the Indian Government had 
agreed to give transit facilities for railway link through her soil upto Nepal from 
Bangladesh. [as published] India was also giving us passage to ship goods to Nepal 
from Chittagong Port, he pointed out. 
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TRIBAL RIOHTS INBURED=--Mr, A, 5. Prue Chowdhury, State Minister for Food, said on 
Thureday thal present government wae determined to ensure righte and privileges 

of the tribal people equally te others of the country, says 4 PID handout, The 
Minister wae addressing 4 gathering of the tribal people at Thenaigati of Jamalpur. 
The Minister aseured them 411 possible assistance from the government to improve 
their lot, Hariier, the Minieter addressed 4 VDP rally at Sarishabari. The State 
Minteter aleo visited the construction site of a godown at Sarishabari and asked the 
concerned of ficiale to be gore activated eo that the construction work could be 
completed with in the stipulated period, [ae published) [Text] [Dacea THE 
BANGLADESH OBSERVER in Pnglieh 27 Dee 80 p 1) 


OCOST-OF<LIVING INDEX--Coet of living index for the middle class people in Dacca 
rose to 587 at the end of June thie year from 522.865 during June last year accor~ 
ding to Bangladesh Bank annual report circulated in Dacca on Saturday, reporte BNA. 
This indicated an increase of 12.35 per cent over the year a8 againet 14. per 
cent in the preceding year. The report attributed the price hike to both interna! 
and externa! factors. The international prices of 4 large number of imported 
commodities such a6 cement, pig iron, fertiliser, petroleum, sugar and tin increased 
significantly during the year bringing an adverse impact on price situation within 
the country. The imbalance between demand and supply aleo affected the price. 

The imbalance between demand and supply was evident by 4 growth of 16 per cent in 
broad goney compared to the growth of 4.62 two per cent in the GDP dur 1979-80, 
[ae published) [Dacca THE BANCLADESH OBSERVER in English 28 Dec 60 p | 


MESSAGE TO NEPAL--President Ziaur Rahman has expressed hie fire conviction that the 
existing bonds of friendship and cooperation between Bangladesh and Nepal would grow 
from etrength to etrength to the qutual benefit of the two peoples, reports B55. 

In @ message of greetings to King Birendra Bir Bikram Shah Dew on the occasion of 
hie birth day, President Zia conveyed his beset wishes to the King for his long 

life, good health, happiness and for the progress and prosperity of the friendly 
people of Nepal. [Text] ([Dacea THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in Pnglieh 28 Dec 80 p 1) 











POOD STORAGE WAREHOUSES=--Madhupur (Tangeil), Dec, 28i--The Pood Minister, Mr, Abdu! 
Momen Khan, said here yesterday that ever Taka one hundred crore would be spent for 
the construction of feed-gedewnse throughout the country during the current fiseal 
year, feperte O88, Addressing 4 rally of VDP at Madhupur, the Minteter said that 
2) foed=gedowne five hundred tone of capacity each, would be constructed in the 
Tangail district alone, Mr, Momen said that government had intensified the internal 
procurement drive and construction ef feed godowne to ensure the uninterrupted 
eupply of foederaine te the people, The Minister said that the current aman pro- 
curement drive was going on in full-ewing and that already one lakh tone of food- 
araine in term of riee had been procured, [Text] ([Dacea THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER 
in Paglish 29 Dee 80 p 1] 


AWAMI JUBO LEADER--Shah Mofile freedom fighter and Member of the Central Comittee of 
Bangladesh Awaal Jubo League on Sunday joined Bangladesh Nationaliet Party, 4 BNP 
Presse release in Dacca. [ae published) [Text] [Daces THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in 
Pagiieh 29 Dee 80 p 12] 
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INDIA 


GANDUT SPEAKS AT NORTHEAST COUNCI\. SESSION 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 23 Dec 60 pp i, 9 
[Text) Mew Delhi, December 22 (UNI): 


The Prime Minister today warned agitators in Assam and other parte of the north- 
eastern region that any resort to violence would be “sternly dealt with.” 


Inaugurating 4 meeting of the north-eastern council, Mre. Gandhi said, "We have 
shown 4 great deal of patience in spite of strains, but divisive elements cannot 
be tolerated,” 


India was known for ite traditions of hospitality and goodwill and aleo “our willing- 
nese over the centuries to assimilate all that is good everywhere else.” The 
agitators “unfortunately have not understood this vital ingredient of our national 
genius.” 


Mre. Gandhi said it was difficult to achieve development without the right political 
and social environment. She epoke of the loss of the agitation on the foreigners 
iseve had caused to the economy of Assam and the nation. 


She said the council was set up to focus attention on the special problems of the 
region. It provided an example of regional co-operation in the north-eastern 
states. 


Mre. Gandhi said the region had witnessed a great deal of turmoil in recent years. 
The agitation and the killinge in Tripura “have caused guc disquiet in the whole 
country.” 


The agitation had not helped national integration. “Indeed, the preaching of narrow 
loyalties is against the interest of us all." Indian culture had followed “an 
open-door, open-window policy” accepting many ideas and influences from other 
civilisations. 


“The same spirit of tolerance has marked our attitude to people who came into our 
country and shared whatever we had to offer. We have aleo seen the heart-warming 
spectacle of Indians contributing to development abroad. They have become full 
partners in the lives of those countries." 


Mre. Gandhi said that in spite of the year-long agitation, the blockade of ofl and 
timber and disruption of the administrative machinery, the government had ensured 
supplies of essential commodities to the people of the region. 











Nes, Gandhi congratulated the officials “for thie notable achievement against heavy 
odds,” At the same time she stressed the need for the right political and social 
environment for speedy development, 


In Assam, Tripura, Manipur and Meghalaya, the development process had slowed down 
because of the diversion of the energies of the people and the government. 

Although special efforte were made at great cost to eneure essential inpute, 
important projects had been considerably delayed, "It is ironical that there should 
be scarcity of petroleum products in the north-east,” 


She said the meeting wae being held in Delhi to enable the members of the counci! 
to exchange views with Central einistries and organisations and give them a better 
underatanding of the region's probleme, 


Rach state and Union territory of the region had ite own personality, “yet, there 
is 4 family resemblance among thea,” That wae why the expression “seven sisters” 
came to be applied to them. The rest of the country held the seven sisters in 
special affection, Mre. Gandhi said, 


Despite the complexities and diversities of the country, “we are an integrated 
whole, determined to survive unitedly in spite of differences.” 


The north-east “is one of our lesser developed regions.” Ite resources--physical 
and human--should be utilised better. The people were impatient for development. 
Mre. Gandhi said the restleseness of the young increased when they saw other parte 
progressing. The situation demanded 4 quickening of the pace of development. 


Mre. Gandhi said the main sectors of development of the region were transport, 
communication, power, sodernisation of agricultural practices, marketing, inetitu- 
tional finance and training. Many new projects had been taken up in these spheres. 


She said after her government took office, a committee of ministers was appointed 
to give extra impetue to “your development projects and programmes.” A high-power 
committee headed by the cabinet secretary was at work to determine areas where 
special attention was needed. Development of manpower had received specia! 


emphasis. 


The council would have to dovetail development efforte into 4 long-term perepective 
keeping in view the socio-economic needs of the different states in the region. 
"You gust ensure that the weaker sections, particularly the tribals, get 4 fair 
deal.” 


She referred to the coal reserves in the region and said the geo-technica!l survey 
should be expedited. 


She said there was vast scope for diversifying agro-based industries. With sore 
imaginative marketing, the region's handicrafts would hawe far greater sale even 
abroad. 


She said the council should constantly gonitor the progress of the projecte. While 
the primary responsibility for implementation was that of the state governments con- 
cerned, the council should constantly be on the look-out for delay, slackness and 
other problems which sight arise. 
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ANALYST EXAMINES PROBLEMS OF INDIAN NAVY 
hombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in Bnglish 23 Dec 60 p 6 
[Article by K. C, Khanna] 


[Text] The lraq-Iran war has poignantly brought home to the Indian Navy ite own 
weakness, While the U.S. and ite allies have effectively displayed a formidable 
armada, consieting of three aircraft carriers (two American, one Australian) and 
dozens of other warships, to keep the Strait of Horwus open for their serchant 
ships, our Navy finde it expedient to follow the age-old adage: discretion is the 
better part of valowr. It i¢ simply keeping off the area even though the giant 
Indian of] tankere that frequently brave the troubled waters to loan the precious 
liquid at Lavan or Khare island sorely eies ite protective are. 


Things would hawe been different if the Indian Navy were a well-balanced force of 
@inimal strength with an adequate fleet air are, eodern submarines and surface war 
vessels capable of operating in an uncertain environment for a relatively prolonged 
period. But that ie not the case. Since the early sixties, it has been badly 
neglected even ae there hae been 4 sea-change in its conceptual responsibilities. 
The number of command and contro! vessels at the disposal of Naval Headquarters, 

for instance, hae shrunk during thie period from three to one and that of frigates-- 
the workhoree of every navy--hae declined from 18 to just eight! 


Why the naval forces have been allowed to run down so dangerously can only be 
attributed to the traum of the conflict with China in 1962. In 1961 about 11 per 
cent of the total defence budget was devoted to the Navy but in 

fell precipitately to just 2.5 per cent as the army and the 
per cent of the available funds. The war with Pakistan in 
Navy wae aimost wholly tied up in the harbour and the Paki«s 
to bombard Dwarka with apparent impunity) did little to boost the @orale and self - 
confidence of the sea dogs. 


air 
1965 (when the Indian 
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Retrieved 


Thanks to 4 rare combination of pluck and luck, they finally managed to retrieve 
their honour im the Bangladesh war of 1971. The dare-devil attacks by fast patrol! 
boste on the Karachi harbour, the blockade of the enemy porte in the Bay of Bengal, 
the sinking of 4 Pakistani evbmarine off Visakhapatnam and, above all, the business- 
like manner in which it itaposed and administered contraband control on world shipping 
to deny West Pakistan access to fresh supplies won the Indian Navy a good deal of 











admiration at home and reapect overseas, But even that did not quite persuade New 
Delhi to assess the importance of sea power in ite proper perspective, The expendi- 
ture on the navy varies widely from year to year but it has rarely exceeded ten per 
cent of the defence budget in the last decade, 


Indeed, it was only towards the end of 1978 that the Union government at last 

got round to redefining the Indian Navy's central taske in the wider context of 

the country's strategic environment and ite economic goals, The old notion that 

ite main purpose was limited to warding off seaborne threats to national security 
and keeping the sealanes open for Indian shipping during active hostilities was 
thrown overboard, For the firet time since independence, New Delhi recognised that 
apart from being fully geared for maritime defence, the navy should also be equipped 
to protect and promote the nation's maritime interests. 


Two separate developments seem to have virtually forced the Naval Headquarters 

and the authorities in the higher echelons of the government to think anew. First, 
since the beginning of the seventies there has been an explosion of interest world- 
wide in marine wealth, Surveys carried out up to a depth of 40 fathome--not much 
more that 30 miles off the Indian coast on an average--indicated, for inatance, that 
7.5 million tonnes of fish could be tapped every year from this area alone. [as 
published] At present some 100 odd modern fishing vessels, 13,000 amall mechanised 
boats and 220,000 dhows bring in just about a fifth of the available catch. Much 
of the rest ie literally “stolen” by the ocean-going fishing fleets of several 
other nations--mostly Korea, Taiwan, Thailand, Japan and Russia--and the Indian 
Navy and the newly-formed Coast Guards are generally unable to intercept the 
poachers, 


Sabotage 


Likewise, India's stakes in of] inetallations offshore are growing rapidly. And 
yet the vast network of platforms and submarine pipelines in Bombay High, for 
example, remains exposed to sabotate and even risks of accidental collision. 
Whatever the Navy may be able to do to protect it from missiles fired by enemy 
aircraft, surface ships or submarines by concentration of forces in war, it is not 
yet equipped to safeguard it from saboteurs or negligent sailors in peace. Nor 
does it have sufficient wherewithal to defend India's 1200-odd islands and ocean 
territories in the Bay of Bengal or the Arabian Sea. 


Finally, almost all of India's ten major ports, 23 intermediate ports and 190 odd 
minor porte are still vulnerable to clandestine wining by the aircraft, surface 
vessels or submarines of a hostile power. Even at present, it is possible for quite 
a few metropolitan nations to send land-based or seaborne aircraft aloft to “buzz” 
the warships of the Indian navy as soon as they leave home ports and continue this 
surveillance until the Indian vessels are back. 


Indeed, India's defence planners have to reckon with the fact that though "freedom 
of the high seas” has international sanction, there is no force to enforce it. To 
exercise this freedom, each nation gust depend either on its own forces or that of 
friendly powers. And these days there is no knowing who w'!’ intervene on whose 
behalf or when. In any case, India, like many other nati. sd declared in 
mid-1976 the resources of the sea and the sea-bed along a stretch of 200 miles from 
its coast as part of its “exclusive economic zone" and thus brought nearly 1.9 
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million square kms,--equal to almost half of the country's land surface--under ite 
jurtediction, Were again the gap between the Indian navy's responsibilities and 
ite capability ie glaring, 


The on-going programme of replenishing the Indian Navy wae reassessed in 1978 not 
only against this background but aleo in the context of the plane of Pakistan, 

lran and Indonesia to expand their naval forces, Some account was aleo taken of the 
increasing presence of the navies of the super and medium powera=-<the U.5.A., 
U.5S.5.R8., France, Britain and others, in that order--in the Indian Ocean, but 

very little weightage wae given to thie last factor on the ground that New Delhi 
can never hope to muster the resources necessary to compete with the metropolitan 
powers and that, in any case, their naval presence, though deplorable, is unlikely 
to affect India's maritime interests in the near future, Thue a etrategy of turning 
the Indian Navy into a modest, well-balanced force with both “brown water” and “blue 
water” capability was evolved, As things are, it will be implemented, with luck, 

by the year 2,000 A.D, 


But in view of the developments during the last two years, and particularly since 
the outbreak of the Iran-Iraq war, thie “leisurely” strategy is being increasingly 
questioned, The two super-powere are going full steam ahead to secure permanent 
base facilities in the Indian Ocean area and along the access routes to it in both 
West Asia and the Pacific. Secondiy, they and their allies have stepped up their 
naval presence in the Indian Ocean by around 50 per cent. While nearly 80 warships 
used to be prowling in the water named after this country until 1978, today the 
figure is close to 120, 


Task Force 


Thirdly, the U.S. and ite allies have demonstrated their ability to concentrate a 
formidable force in a relatively emall part of the Indian Ocean--near the Gulf of 
Horwuz--and this force is not only autonomous but also capable of staying there for 
a long period. Lastly, the U.S. has decided to organise a rapid deployment force 
which, when fully operational by 1985, will mean that 45,000 U.S. marines will be 
permanently stationed in the Indian Ocean with the benefits of mobility and tremen- 
dous striking power at their elbow. 


While the presence of foreign naval forces in India's vicinity may not pose a direct 
threat to India's security or maritime interests, it does give the powers concerned 
the capacity to interfere on their own or by proxy and applying military pressure 
for political ends. This leaves New Delhi no option, at least in the mediun- 

term, but to try and raise the threshold of the nation's maritime capability suf- 
ficiently high to deter any ill-considered intervention. 
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INDIA 


PRESIDENT SPEAKS AT AIR FORCE CEREMONY 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 21 Dec 80 p 4 


President Neelam Sanjiva Reddy on Saturday said that the Government was taking a1! 
measures to give the country's armed forces modern equipments within ite available 
resources. 


He was speaking at a function held to present his "Standards' to ‘sixth' and the 
‘seventh’ squadrons of the Indian Air Force at Lohegaon military airport in Pune. 


The President said that India was a peaceful nation engaged in the task of economic 
development and upliftment of its masses. But this, he said should not result in the 
neglect of the country's security and called for a constant vigil for meeting 
effectively any threat that might arise. 


Mr Reddy said that, in the present age of fast changing technology it was essential 
for the Air Force personnel to acquaint themselves with modern weaponry. He 
emphasised upon them to improve their operational efficiency in the utilisation of 


the costly equipment. 


Extolling the role of the IAF he said that it had done a commendable job both at the 
time of war and peace. 


Mr Reddy said that the work of these two battle tested squadrons will always inspire 
other squadrons. 


The President who arrived by a special Indian Air Force plane was received at the 
airport by Chief of the Air Staff I H Latif and other senior IAF officials. He 
drove straight to the Parade ground where he inspected the parade commanded by 
group Captain Sudarshan Handa. 


The Number six Squadron popularly known as the ‘Diagons' was formed on 1 December 
1942 at Trichinipoly. The Hurricane was the first aircraft to be inducted into the 
squadron under the command of Squadron Leader Meher Singh. Then came Spitfire 

and today, the squadron flies Canberras. The squadron had done an excellent job 
during the Second Burma Campaign, in the Arakan combat. It also took part in the 
Goa operation in 1961 and during the Chinese aggression in 1962. 
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During the 1965 operations, the liberatore of the squadron patrolled the weat coast 
from Okha to Cochin with loaded turrets and bombracks, In 1971, during the Indo- 
Pak conflict, the squadron provided the @uch needed surveillance over seas and 
forced the enemy submarines to remain submerged, 





The number seven aquadron aleo called aa the ‘Battle Axes’ was formed on 

let December 1942 at Vishakapatnam with an eye to contain the Japanese attack in 
Burma, Starting ite career with the ‘Vultee Vengeance’ dive bombers under the 
comand of Squadron Leader HW N Chaudhari the equadron now flies the supersonic 
MiG 21 MF, 


The squadron had carried bombing attacks to quell the uprising of tribesmen in the 
North West Frontier Province, On the Burma front it logged 1,400 operational hours, 
In the Kashmir operation, the squadron carried out offensive reconnaissance and 
ground attack mission in support of the army. 


The squadron is presently commanded by Wing Commander § G Inamdar. Air Marehal 
(retd) G K John is the Commodore Commandant. 
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ELECTION COMMISSION PRESENTS REPORT TO HOUSE 


Madras THE HINDU in English 24 Dec 80 p 9 
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UTTAR PRADESH CABINET EXPANDED TO 42 MEMBERS 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 26 Dec 80 p 1 
[Text] Lucknow, December 25. 


The Viewanath Pratap Singh ministry wae expanded today with the addition of four 
cabinet ministers, four ministers of state and one deputy minister, raising ite 
atrength to 42. 


The ministers were sworn in by the governor, Mr. C. P. N. Singh, at a simple cere- 
mony in RajBhavan. 


The four cabinet ministers, all leaders with a distinguished record of public ser- 
vice, are Mr. Vagudev Singh, Mr. Niaz Hasan, Mr. Shrikrishna Goel and Mr. Baijnath 
Kureel. 


The ministers of state are Mr. Nirbay Narain Singh, Mr. Krishna Prakash Tewari, 
Mr. Gopalram Das and Mr. Govardhan Tewari. The deputy minister is Mr. Surendra 


Singh. 


So far, the council of ministers comprised 13 cabinet ministers, 13 ministers of 
state and seven deputy ministers. 


According to observers, today's expansion will help improve the ministry's image 
as all the four new cabinet ministers are popular figures with a large mass base. 
They had been elected to the vidhan sabha with comfortable margins in the Juhe 
poll. [as published] 


Mr. Vasudevan Singh, who was the speaker of the vidhan sabha, was originally in the 
firet list of cabinet ministers appointed in June. He was at one stage tipped for 
speakership in recognition of his distinguished services as deputy speaker and later 
as speaker of the vidhan sabha. But the Congress(I) strategists decided that Mr. 
Shripati Mishra should be the speaker. 


Mr. Vasudev Singh was a Lohia socialist and a stormy member of the socialist oppo- 
sition till the 60's. He was elected from Pratapgarh district to the assembly. 


Mr. Niaz Hasan, a prominent industrialist, has held ministerial office earlier and 
was a close associate of the late chief minister, Mr. C. B. Gupta. 








Mr, Hasan, who had opposed the emergency as president of the then U.P. Congress (0), 
quit the party when it was merged in the Janata party just before the 1977 Lok 
Sabha mid-term poll, 


The coming into power of the Janata party saw the political eclipse of Mr. Niag 
Hasan who stayed in the Congress(I). His entry into the cabinet makes up for the 
removal of Mr. Abdul Rehman Nashtar, former industries minister (from Kanpur), 
who was dropped by the chief minister recently. Mr. Hasan is a Pathan who has 
settled down in Pratapgarh district. 


Mr. Shrikrishna Goel, aleo a former minister, has been an eminent public worker 

of Badaun, He was among those who remained loyal to Mre. Gandhi after the 
emergency. A senior member of the vidhan parishad who was in its panel of chairmen, 
Mr. Goel was elected to the vidhan sabha in June. He had been for many years presi- 
dent of the zilla parishad and secretary of the PCC. His brother, Dr. B. K. Goel, 

an eminent cardiologist, was recently nominated sheriff of Bombay. 


Mr. Baijnath Kureel, a former Union deputy minister and Harijan leader, has been the 
state Congress(1) chief. 


The possibility of the ministry being expanded further cannot be ruled out. 
Castewise, the ministry is now well balanced. However, the backward Bundelkhand 
area remains unrepresented. According to some sources, the chief minister is 
likely to seek election to the vidhan sabha from the Tindwari constituency in that 
region. 
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INDIA 


HOME MINISTRY ISSUES NOTE ON SECURITY ORDINANCE 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 25 Dec 80 p 7 
[Text] New Delhi, December 24 (UNI). 


The promulgation of the national security ordinance enabling preventive detention of 
citizens has been welcomed by many states who feel that it has led to an improvement 
in the law and order situation, according to a home ministry note. 


The note circulated to members of the consultative committee of Parliament attached 
to the home ministry yesterday recalled that the ordinance contained provisions 
which could be utiiised by the Central and state governments wherever and whenever 
necessity arose to deal with the activities of anti-social and anti-national 
elements. 


It said: "Some of the state governments have already utilised its provisions in 
their respective states. Several states have felt that the ordinance has acted as 
a psychological deterrent and has had a salutary effect on the activities of these 
elements. [as published!) 


It has helped in discouraging the criminals from acting in any manner prejudicial 
to the security of the state and in the maintenance of public order and essential 
supplies and services. 


Public Order 


The note observed: “In the northeastern states, this ordinance has been considered 
as @ necessary measure to deal with saboteurs, conspirators, divisive and disruptive 
forces out to destabilise the states. In Uttar Pradesh, the provisions of the ordi- 
nance are being utilised against hardened criminals, communal trouble-mongers and 
anti-social elements. This measure has helped the state government in combating 
such elements for the maintenance of public order." 


According to the note, the maximum number of detentions were ordered by the Uttar 
Pradesh government--112--of whom 72 were still under detention. Thirty-four cases 
were still under the consideration of advisory boards. It has not intimated the 
Centre about the number of political workers detained under the NSO. 


The number of persons detained in Assam was eleven of whom seven were still under 
detention. The rest were under the consideration of advisory boards. 





The detentions in Bihar were 25 and those still under detention were seven, with two 
atill absaconding. 


In Gujarat, the detentions were three of whom one ia setill under detention, 


Madhya Pradesh detained 74 persons of whom 50 are still held, The respective 
figures for Maharashtra are 3 and 3; for Manipur, 20 and 18; for Meghalaya 3 and 
nil and for Delhi, 42 and 37, with five persons absconding. 


The committee was also told that the Centre had addressed a communication to the 
Maharashtra chief minister, Mr. A. R. Antulay, on his reported statement that the 
NSO would be utilised againet the kisan agitators and that his reply was still 
awaited. 
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INDIA 


MARGARET THATCHER TO VISIT INDIA IN APRIL 
hombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 24 Dee 80 p 15 
[Article by B. &. Joshi) 


{Text} Londen, December 22: The British Prime Minieter, Mre. Thatcher, ie expected 
te vieit India in the second week of April. The duration of the visit and the exact 
dates are yet to be finalised, 


This ieeue figured at a 45-minute meeting the Indian high commissioner, Dr. V. A. 
Seyid Muhammad, had with the foreign secretary, Lord Carrington, thie sorning. 


The Brezhnev vieit to India, north-south dialogue, developments in Pakistan and 
possible Britieh participation in offehore o11 exploration in India were among 
other topice diecuesed at the meeting. 


The British government is understood to have held out the assurance that it would 
take into account Indian susceptibilities regarding the X-ray examination of 
children intending to settle here and the iesue of Indian nationale sent back from 
porte of entry. But it wae emphasieed that immigration wae 4 sensitive subject in 
Britain. 


From the Indian eide, Britain was urged to take ⸗ gore positive part in the north- 
south dialogue. It was pointed out that it was not serely 4 question of transfer 
of resources from the rich to poor nations. The entire package of energy costes, 
recycling of petro-dellare and food production was of vital concern to countries 
like India and othere in the third world. 
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INDO-SOVIET CULTURAL SOCIETY MEETS IN DELHI 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 25 Dee 60 p 10 


[Text) The value of indo-Seviet friendship to India 
and the world at large wae stressed by apeakere at a 
on Wednesday reporte PTI. 


They hailed the agreements concluded by India and the Soviet Union which they said 
would be qutually beneficial and go a long way to help India's self-reliance and 
national security. 


The speakers, who included the Cong-1, Cong-U and CPI leaders, emphasised that the 
common people of both countries recognised each other ae true friends. The meeting 
wae organised by the Indo-Soiet Cultural Society. [ae published) 


Mr M Sathyanarayana Rao, Cong-I general secretary, said the Soviet Union had stood 
by India firmly whenever it faced crises like external aggression. 


Mr P Unnikrishnan, Cong-U general secretary said Breshnev's visit was significant 
in the context of the designe of global imperialism. There had been no greater 
ally to India that the Soviet Union, he said, citing the agreements. [as published) 


Mr WK Krishnan, sedetary CPI National Council, said the agreements had given 4 new 
dimension to Indo-Soviet friendship and peace. [as publ ished) 


Mr I K Gujral, former Indien ambassador to the Soviet Union, said India's national 
interests had been well served by ite close friendship with the USSR and the agree- 
ments. 


Mr VN Gadgil, MP, who presided, Mr Chandrajit Yadav, MP and Mr Yakunin, Minister- 
Counsellor in the Soviet embassy in New Delhi, spoke about the timeliness of the 
two countries to work together ae guarantees of peace. 
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INDIA 


LATEST SOVIET MACHINERY FOR INDIAN MARKET 
New Delhi PATRIOT in Enilgish 27 Dee 80 p 7 


[Text] in the coming yeare, V/O "Machinoexport" will introduce the latest models 
and new types of Soviet equipment in the Indian market, said Mr A Rodovnichenko, 
Deputy Trade Representative of the USSR in India, addressing a press conference in 
New Delhi on Priday. 


Referring to the services of Machinoexport, he said it had made a signal contribu- 
tion to the economic and technical progress in India, and thie had been particu- 
larly significant in the coal and steel industries, and geological survey. 


Tracing back the first bilateral trade agreement signed on 2 December, 1953, he said 
that the trade turnover had grown enormously during these years, and the latest 
trade agreement signed between the USSR and India envisaged a turnover of over Re 12 
billion during 1981-85. 


“peaking on the occasion, Mr D Smirnov, representative of Machinoexport, said that 
tire Soviet equipment had been highly appraised in gore than 70 countries for ite 
efficiency, fault-free performance, absolute reliability, and easy handling. 
Machinoexport, he said, carried out research into sodern development trends in dif- 
ferent engineering industries, studies market requirements, and keeps in close 
touch with Soviet research and design organisations, developing equipments of the 
latest and sophisticated designs. 


Mr B P Khemka, Managing Director of M/s Khemka 4 Co., the chief trade partner in 
India said that Machinoexport could assist India vith sophisticated setal processing 
equipments, which would help in quantity production of various ferrous and non- 
ferrous based materials. 
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[RAOT AMBASSADOR TALKS TO CORRESPONDENT 
Madras THE HINDU in English 26 Dee 80 p 9 
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INDIA 


PARTIES WARN AGAINST BSS, BoP ACTIVITY 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 22 Dee 80 p 4 
[Text] Patna, Dee 21, 


The joint campaign committee of six parties, namely Lok Dal, CPI, CPM, Cong U, 
Forward Bloc and Revolutionary Socialist Party, have warned the people againet the 
“nefarious activities” of the RSS, BJP and the Akhil Bharitya Vidyarthi Parishad. 


Through 4 resolution passed by the joint campaign committee at ite yesterday's 
meeting, it wae alleged that these forces were not only opposing the announcement 

of the Bihar Government to make use of Urdu in official work in specific areas of 
the State for epecific purposes, but were bent upon creating tension for inetigating 
communal riote. 


The forces, the resolution alleged, sischievously propagating that everyone in the 
State would have to learn Urdu while “the fact is that Urdu will be used in addition 
toHindi and even that in the interest of Urdu speaking people and for certain spe- 
cific official purposes”. 


By raising the slogan like “one country, one language” or the language that has 
“led to participation should not be recognized", these communal organizations wanted 
to destroy the integration of the country and throw the State into the fire of com 
@unal frenzy. [ase published] 


The campaign committee was of the opinion that attainment of “authority” by one 
language did not hare another language. 


It aleo felt that communal forces got emboldened from the failure of Mre Indira 
Gandhi's Government to control their activities and give protection to the rights 
of minorities. 


The campaign committee, therefore, has appealed to all Left Democratic forces and 
national, secular people to warn the people againet the “nefarious activities” of 
communal forces and be firm on protecting the integrity of the country. 
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INDIA 


CPI, CPM MOURN DEATH OF KOSYGIN 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 22 Dec 80 p 5 


[Text] The central secretariat of the CPI and the politburo of the CPI-M have 
mourned the death of former Soviet Prime Minister and noted leader of the Soviet 
Communist Party Alexei Nikolayevich Kosygin. 


In a statement on Sunday, the CPI central secretariat expressed ite deep sorrow 
at the paseing away of Mr Kosygin, whom it described as “an outstanding son of the 
Soviet people a veteran Communist leader of the world working class, warm-hearted 
and sincere friend of India". 


The statement read: "Comrade Kosygin devoted all his life to the great Leninist 
cause of building Communiem. For nearly three decades he has played an outstanding 
role in the task of economic construction in the Soviet Union in qultifarious 
capacities. The last 16 years when he was at the head of the Soviet Government 
marked a period of big economic advancement in the Soviet Union, signifying decisive 
victories for the cause of Communist construction as well as for ite Leninist 
foreign policy of peace. 


“Comrade Kosygin was agreat friend of India and had a deep knowledge of India's 
problems. [ase published] The Indian people will never forget the personal role 
he played in developing and consolidating Indo-Soviet cooperation and friendship. 
The Tashkent Agreement and the Indo-Soviet Treaty of Peace, Friendship and Coopera- 
tion are historic milestones in this regard. 


"The Communist Party of India will always cherish the memory of Comrade Alexei 
Nikolayevich Kosygin and his dedicated service to the cause of Communiem as well as 
to the cause of Indo-Soviet friendship. It sends its heartfelt condolences to 

the Commun ist Party of the Soviet Union and to the Soviet people and to his bereaved 
family”. 


The CPI-M politburo, in a separate statement, declared that it "shares with the CPSU 
and the Soviet people the loss of this outstanding Communist whose services to the 
cause of worlds socialism will be remembered with gratitude by the working class 
and the fighting people of the world". [as published) 


Expressing its sense of grief over the demise of Mr Kosygin, the PB characterised 
him as an “outstanding leader of the CPSU and the Soviet people”. 
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The statement then read: "As politburo member of the CPSU and Premier of the Soviet 
Union for several years, Kosygin played a vital role during the difficult daya of 
anti-fasciet war and in the period of postewar reconatruction of Soviet economy, 
Working steadfastly in the cause of socialiem, Kosygin made hie contribution to the 
defence of world peace and initiating the process of detente, Kosygin also played 
4 vital role in restoration of peace between India and Pakiatan at the Tashkent 
conference, During his time of premiership, the Soviet economy continued to pro- 
grease rapidly, scoring one success after another, in the midat of the crumbling 
economy of the capitalist world, Kosygin's visit to India in 1978 strengthened 
Indo=Soviet friendship and the economic cooperation between the two countries", 


Chandigarh: The Punjab State Council of the Communist Party of India mourned the 
death of Mr Kosygin, 


In 4 resolution it said Mr Kosygin wae a sincere friend of India. 
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BLHAR CPI COUNCIL WARNS AGAINST URDU CAMPAIGN 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 21 Dee 80 p 4 


[Text] Patna, Dec 20--The Bihar State Council of the CPI has warned the people 
of the State against the ‘nefarious activities’ of the RSS BJP and the Akhil 
Bhartiya Vidyarthi Parishad, which are allegedly whipping up communal passions by 
— Ae in opposition to the use of Urdu for official purposes’. [as pub- 
lished 


The Council has called upon all Left, democratic and secular parties and organiza~ 
tions to ‘defeat the dirty-designs' of these communal organisations. 


A press communique issued from State Party office said these organisations are 
mischievously propagating that everybody will have to learn Urdu while the fact is 
that Urdu will be used in addition to Hindi, for certain official purposes only to 
help the Urdu speaking people. By raising the false slogans like ‘one language, 
one country’ or the language that has led to partition should not be recognised 
these communal organisations are trying to break the unity of the country and drag 
the State along the path of communal riots’. [as published] 


The council appreciated the fact that the Maithili-speaking people who wanted 
recognition to Maithili had kept aloof from the anti-Urdu communal agitators. 


It called upon the Government to see the possibility if Maithili Bhojpuri, Sanhali 
could be used for official purposes. 


CPI and CP-M legislative party leaders Raj Kumar Purbey and Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthi 
have also condemned the Bhartiya Janata Party for spreading communal tension in the 
State. 


Meanwhile the overall situation in the wake of anti-Jrdu agitation has been peace- 
ful. 


Curfew was relaxed in certain areas of Ranchi during specified hours. There was 
however an attempt yesterday to stab a servant of a mosque in the Kotwali area. 
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INDIA 


LIST OF ORGANIZATIONS UNDER CONTRIBUTIONS ACT 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 19 Dee 80 p 9 


{Text} New hi, Dee, 18.=<-Ae many a6 141 organizations are listed under the 
Foreigners’ Contribution Act, 1976 and these have to seek the Government's permie- 
sion before accepting any foreign contribution, the Minister of State for Home, 
Mr. Yogendra Makwana, told the Rajya Sabha today. 


The Minister told Syed Shanbuddin (J) during question hour that these organizations 
were considered to be either [word illegible] with or propagating or believing in 
the ideologies of political parties, 


He replied in the affirmative to the member's question whether it was a fact that 
the Government had recently specified 35 organizations “ae organizations of a 
political nature, not being under the Foreign Contributions Act, 1976. These 
organizations notified in September were: All India Ineurance Employees Assoc ia- 
tion; All India National Life Inaurance Employees Federation; National Federation 
of India Railwaymen; Institute of Indian "Labour; National Federation of Post and 
Telegraph Employees (Shashi Bhushan group); Indian National Plantation Workers 
Federation; Ananda Marg; Proutist Block of India; Proutist Universal; Volunteer 
Social Service; Serva Dharma Mission; Education Relief and Welfare sector; Ananda 
Marg Universal Relief Team; Universal Proutists Student Federation; Jammat~-e- 
Islami Hind; Rashtriya Swayam Sewak Sangh; Shiromani Gurudwara Prabandhak Com- 
mittee; Delhi Gurudwara Prabandhak Committee; The Jammu and Kashmir Islami Com- 
mittee; The Jamm and Kashmir Islami Jammat-e-Tulba; Anjuman Nasrat-ul-Islam; 
Jammu and Kashmir Muslim Auqaf Trust; The Jammu and Kashmir Islamic Study Circle; 
All India Peace and Solidarity Organization; Indo-Soviet Cultural Society; All 
India Indo-GDR Friendship Association; All India Indo-Korean Friendship Association; 
Indo-Czech Cultural Society; Indo-Bulgarian Friendship Association; India-China 
Friendship Association; All India Dr Dwarknath Kotnis Memorial Committee; National 
Federation of Progressive Writers; All India Association of Democratic Lawyers; 
General Union of Palestine Students (India Branch), Moral Re-Armament (MRA) and 
Rashtra Seva Dal. 


Activities 


Mr Makwana said that under Section 5(1) of the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) 
Act, 1976 an “organization of a political nature, not being a political party", 
meant such an organization as the Centre might, having regard to “the activities of 
the organization or the ideology propagated by the organization or the programme 
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of the organisation or the association of the organisation with the activities of 
any political party, by an order stipulate that such an organization shall not 
accept any foreign contribution except with the prior permission of the Centre, 
Thus, the Government has to take into consideration anyone or all these four cri- 
teria under this section, Waving regard to the activities or the ideology or the 
programme of the organisation or the association of the organization with the 
activities of any political party, the Government has specified 35 organisations 
under this section", 


The Minister also listed 106 organizations notified under the Act of Fabruary 

18, 1977, [ae published) They were: All India Kishan Sabha; Bhartiya Khet 
Masdoor Union; All india Trade Union Congress; All India Kisan Sabha; Centre of 
Indian Trade Unions; Sharatiya Masdoor Sangh; Hind Magdoor Panchayat; Indian National 
rade Union Congress; United Trade Union Congress; Hind Mazdoor Sabha (Makhan 
Chatterjee Croup); Hind Magdoor Sabha (Mahesh Desai group); National Front of Indian 
Trade Unione; All India Federation of University and College Teachers’ Organiza- 
tiona; All India LIC Employees Federation; All India Bank Employees Association; 
All india Defence Employees Federation; All India State Government Employees 
Federation; All India Railwaymen's Federation; Indian Railway Workers’ Federation; 
Bharatiya Railway Nagdoor Sangh; All India Loco Running Staff Association; Govern- 
ment Employees National Forum; All India Federation of Electricity Employees; 
National Federation of Post and Telegraph Employees; Trade Union Coordination Centre; 
Progressive Labour Union; Kerala Trade Union Front; Swatantra Thozilali Union; 
Swatantra Thogilali Union, Mavoor, Calicut; Labour Progressive Federation; Anna 
Thoghir Sangha Peravai; State Central Labour Union, Sarva Shramik Sangh; Bharatiya 
Kamgar Sena; National Labour Coordination Council; National Labour Organization; 
All India Students Federation; All India Youth Federation; Students Federation of 
India; Democratic Youth Federation; Bharatiya Yuva Sangh; Akhil Bhartiya Vidyarthi 
Parishad; Samajwadi Yuvajan Sabha (pro-Bharatiya Lok Dal); Democratic Students 
Organization; Comsomal; Revolutionary Youth Organization; Progressive Students Union; 
Progressive Democratic Students Union; Radical Students Union; Punjab Students 
Union; All India Revolutionary Youth Front; All India Sikh Students Federation; 

All India Sikh Students and Youth Federation; Keratnmadents Congress (K. M. 

George group); Kerala Students Congress (K. M. Mani group); J and K. Youth National 
Conference; Indian Youth Congress; National Students Union of India; West Bengal 
Chhatra Parishad; World Tamil Youth Federation; National Federation of indian Women 
Samajwadi Mahila Sabha; Mahila Front; Mahila Sanskriti Sangh; Nikhil Banga Mahila 
Sangha; Gujarat Mahila Congress; Congress Seva Dal; Red Panther, Muslim Confrrence; 
Islamic Study Circle; Awami Action Committee, All J and K. People's Revolutionary 
Front; All J. and K. People's League; The People's Conference; Mizo Democratic 
Front; Kanglei League, Manipur Hille and Plains Union; Ujani Asom Rajya Parishad; 
Tribal Front; Communist League of India; Righteous Act Movement; All India Muslim 
Ma jlis-e-Mushwarat; Tabligh Jammat; All India Sarwa Sangh; Lok Neeti Parishad; 
Citizens for Democracy; Jharkhand Mukti Morcha; Biras Seva Dal; Nag Vidarbha 
Andolan Samiti; Maha Vidarbha Rayja Sangharash Samiti; Marathwada Janata Vikas 
Parishad; Maharashtra Ekikaran Samiti. The Kannada Paksah; Kannada Chaluvaligars; 
Dravida Kazhagam; Tamul Arasu Kazagham; Tamil Nadu Toilers Progressive Party; 
Thazhthapattor Munnetra Kazhagam; Revolutionary Anna Dravid Munnetra Kazhagam; 

The Neelchakra; Dalit Panthers, Wadala, Bombay; Dalit Panthers, Bhawani, Path 
Pune--2; People's Union for Civil Liberties and Democratic Rights. [as published) 


Mr. Makwana said that the only modification made “was to notify the change of addres- 


ses of two organizations--Hind Mazdoor Sabha (Makhan Chatterjee group) and the Hind 
Mazdoor Sabha (Mahesh Desai group). 
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Although the initial round of supplementaries went off peacefully, there was an 
uproar when a Congress (1) member, Mr N, N, Pandey, alleged that the Socialiat 
International had given money to the former Union Industries Miniater in the Janata 
Government, and oe asked what action the present Government had taken in the matter, 
Mr Pandey did not mention «ny name, The Chairman aleo said that the Congress (1) 
member had not named anyone, Mr, Piloo Mody (J) said that Mr Pandey's description 
had left nothing unsaid, The Chairman observed that Mr Mody had amplified it, 


Angry Exchanges 


Many Lok Dal members stood up, protested and made counterallegations. Angry and 
heated exchanges followed, Mre Gandhi was present in the House. Mr N. P. Shahi, 
leader of the Lok Dal, said that the person concerned could not be “castigated” in 
this House since he was 4 member of the Lok Sabha. Amid noisy scenes, Mr J. K. 
Jain (C-I) shouted that the person was Mr George Fernandes. 


The Chairman stood up and ordered that nothing be recorded. The members “have had 
the pleasure” of souting at each other, he said, [as published] 


Replying to Mr Pandey's supplementary the Minister said the matter under discussion 
related to organizations of political nature and not any individual. Therefore, the 
question of anv particular individual being involved in that did not arise. 


Mr Makwane said there were about 5,000 organizations which had been receiving money 
from foreign countries. He named a women's organization in Poona which got money 
from West Germany. In reply to a supplementary by Mr J. P. Mathus (BJP), he said 
thet the Government did not consider the Jamat-e-Ulema-e-Hind as a pro-Congress 
organization. Some members objected to the inclusion of the Rashtra Seva Dal in 
the list. The Minister said the Dal had connexions with the erstwhile Socialist 
Party and that was why it had been included in the list. 


According to Mr Makwana, five organizations had sought the Government's permission 
to receive contributions from foreign countries and the permission was granted. He 
told Mr A. G. Kulkarni, who wanted to know if there was any scope for review of the 
order in the case of the Rashtriya Seva Dal, that even the INTUC was included in 
the list because it was linked with a political party. 
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INDIA 


FOREIGN AGENCIES NOT BANNED FROM TRIBAL BELT 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 19 Dec 80 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, Dec, 18.--The Centre today turned down the demand for a ban on 
foreign agencies working in the tribal belt because of their involvement in the 
recent unrest there. 


Mr Yogendra Makwana, Minister of State for Home, said in the Rajya Sabha that a 
“total ban" would, instead of solving the problem, create more complications. But 
he admitted that certain organizations had been noticed in undesirable activities. 


He said that 11 “organizations, including CARE and Salvation Army, had been asked 
by the West Bengal Government to shift their operations from the tribal areas. 

Such organizations were indirectly inciting tribals, the Minister pointed cut. [as 
pub lished ] 


The Minister assured members that no voluntary organization would be allowed to 
carry on activities detrimental to the national interest. 


In reply to the main question about the action the Government proposed to take to 


curb the activities of these agencies, the Minister said: "Appropriate action will 
be taken as and when activities of such organizations come to notice." 
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BJP PANEL APPROVES DRAFT ECONOMIC POLICY 
Newsmen Briefed on Proceedings 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 28 Dec 80 p 1 


[Text] The thrust of the Bharatiya Janata Party's economic policy, approved by its 
working committee today after much debate, is the upliftment of those below the 
poverty line, the /daridra narayana,/ [in boldface] "through work, increased produc- 
tion and a firm commitment to social justice." 


The draft economic policy statement, which might come up before the party's plenary 
session opening tomorrow or at the next general council session, does swear by 
Gandhian socialism, despite the objection to it by a section led by the party 
vice-president, Mrs. Vijaya Raje Scindia. 


The policy statement observes that decentralised economy, integral humanism or 
Gandhian socialism are all manifestations of one and the same continuing theme. 
Only a system based on this thinking can ensure the basic requirements of bread, 
freedom and equality and it is to this system that the Bharatiya Janata Party com- 
mits itself. 


Briefing newsmen, Mr. Kanwarlal Gupta, convener of the nine-man committee which 
prepared the draft statement, said Gandhian socialism was among the five commit- 
ments accepted by the party when it came into being eight months ago. 


Mrs. Scindia's note of dissent had not been circulated among the committee members. 
"We came to know about it through the newspapers today,” he said. It was some eort 
of a leakage. 


/Mr. Gupta felt they were her thoughts and there was nothing to be upset about it. 
She had some discussions with other colleagues and she agreed with the majority 
view. There was no need for controversy. Mrs. Scindia remained silent throughout 
the discussion on the statement, he said./ [in boldface] 


Sources outside say it may not be that simplistic, and the controversy might be 
revived at the plenary session by the hardliners. 


The draft was discussed for seven hours yesterday and again this morning and 30 
members participated. Twenty representations received from different states were 








discussed, The draft is understood to have undergone some modifications in the 
light of the discussion, 


The party's approach was distinct from both capitalistic and communistic approaches 
towards economic problems in that it was againat the concentration of power either 
inthe hands of private individuala or the atate, 


Any system which promoted the concentration of economic power reduced man to the 
level of a cog in the wheel, robbing him of his full personality. Such a system 
wae anathema to the basic odian mind, 


Mahatma Gandhi advocated decentralised economy, Jayaprakash Narayan believed in 
evolving a system in which “lok satta” played a dominant role in establishing a 
political and econ mic order with a high degree of decentralisation and Deendaya!l 
Upadyay advocated integral humaniam based on the principles of four "purusharthas"-- 
“dharma” (righteousness), “artha" (wealth), “kama” (enjoyment) and "moksha" 

(emanc ipation)--emphasising the need for a socially-regulated economy, prohibiting. 
exploitation. 


The main approach of the three thinkers was the same, Dr. Bhai Mahavir M.P., who 
was present at the briefing, said. Mr. Jagdish Prasad Mathur, M.P., was also 
present. 


The economic policy statement has stated that the most immediate problem is hyper- 
inflation. But simultaneously new emphasis are necessary to solve the long-term 
chronic problem--a low rate of economic growth, a high and rising volume of 
unemployment, the vast and growing number of people below the poverty line and 
continuing gross inequalities in the distribution of income and wealth. 


It adds that the whole framework of planning and economic policy has failed to 
tackle these problems in the last 30 years. 


Policy Contents Summarized 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 28 Dec 80 p 9 


[Text] The creation of a Rs. 500-crore /"daridra narayana"/ [in boldface] national 
fund, to banish poverty, has been suggested in the economic policy statement 
approved today by the national executive of the Bharatiya Janata Party. 


Mr. Kanwarlal Gupta, convener of the nine-member committee which prepared the draft 
statement, said the fund could be revised upward on a year-to-year basis and used for 
the uplift of the poorest among the poor through programmes like "“antyodaya, food 

for work,” and literacy drives. 


There should be equal contribution to the fund by the Centre and the states and a 
special cess could be levied on the affluent, both urban and rural, to create 
resources for the fund. 


Mr. Gupta felt that the nation would be willing to contribute to the fund once the 
direct tax limit was reduced and other steps taken to rationalise the tax struc- 
ture. 
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if the fund was administered properly, about 100 awillion people could be brought 
above the poverty line in five years, 


The number of people below the poverty line is officially put at 309 million, If 
the present trend persisted, it should inerease by at least five million 4 year, 
the economic policy statement adds, 


The statement, a8 finalised, has suggeste! ‘at all consumer goods qust be produced 
only in the cottage or emall sector, MHi» ceservation provision should be statu- 
tory, 


It wants the setting up of 4 consumer corporation as 4 watchdog body for ensuring 
easy availability of consumer goods at reasonable prices and as protection againat 
deterioration in the quality of geode, 


A time=bound, three-year plan is suggested for mopping up and distributing all 
excess land among the landless, The statement adde that if the planning commission 
figure of excess land being 20 million acres be accepted, the exercise would sean 
the allotment of 2.5 acres (one heetare) of land to every landless agricultural 
labour family. 


it has urged that the Ra) Krishna committee recommendations be adopted, meaning that 
land reform lawe be put in the ninth schedule and special courte set up to try their 
violation, 


It suggests the introduction of a rural employment guarantee scheme and cattle and 
crop insurance schemes on a large ecale. More and more land should be brought 
under two and three crope through emall irrigated projects. 


Farmers should be assured remunerative prices for all major crops, covering their 
full cost of production. Small and marginal farmers should be provided with sub- 
sidised inputs and credit at a low interest rate, Minimum wages for agricultural 
labour should be improved and strictly implemented. 


The agricultural prices commission should be replaced by a broad-based agency which 
should include experts and representatives of farmers and consumers. Procurement 
and support prices for al! major items should be declared at the time of sowing. 


The policy of cow protection and “go samwardhan" (development of cow and cattle 
breeding), as laid down in the constitution, should be implemented to develop dairy 
farming and animal husbandry, leading to a white revolution in the country. 


The statement notes that the growth outlook in the industrial sphere is extremely 
bad. While the private sector is making “huge profits,” the public sector is making 
loeees, and the figure has risen to the fantastic figure of Rs. 1,100 crores a 

year, on an investment of Rs. 18,000 crores. 


If the efficiency of these public-sector unite is improved, 4 great part of the 
deficit financing requirement would become unnecessary. 


The statement observes that merely a dozen families in the country are controlling 
the production and distribution of several products. 





it has suggested professionalisation of the public-sector management and creation 
of an indian management service for the purpose, 


Hoth private and state unit should eperate under some common, giniaum necessary 
social controls, 


To promote industrial peace, it te essential to have national guidelines for wage 
contracts in the organised sector, Linking increases in bonus to increases in 
objective indices of performance, plus inmereases in the cost of living. 


When collective bargaining faile, the dispute should be resolved by arbitration 
conforming to national guidelines, Bvery company should have a abour representative 
on the board of directors, [as published] 


The principle of Crusteeship in industry must be recognised and encouraged, 


lnfvavetructural facilities gust be made freely available for an uninhibited growth 
of the economy, 


While recommending tax and non-tax incentives for companies making their permanent 
workers share-holders out of a part of their gross profit, the statement says the 
polley of taking over sick unite needa rethinking. There is need to check unscrupu- 
lous industrialiate dumping their sick units on the government. 


indians living abroad should be encouraged to invest in India and equity participa- 
tion of up to 49 per cent by public in public-sector undertakings should be allowed. 


Referring to the rural-urban dichotomy, it says there is need for a drastic change 
in the whole pattern of national investment as apart from the imbalances in invest- 
ment between agriculture, more than 80 per cent of the outlay on social services is 
concentrated in the urban areas and the rural poor are denied their due share. 


Population Policy 


it recommends a population policy of responsible parenthood through prope: education, 
to ensure the health and happiness of the citizenry. It should be voluntary. 


A rural employment guarantee scheme must be extended in phases to 411 regions 
within 15 vears, a8 a core scheme of the five-year plans. 


Talking about black money, it blames the ruling party for its generation through 
licensing and regulatory powers and on an irrational tax system and recommends 
rationalisation of the taxation policy. 


in thie context, it recommends that the rate of direct taxation should be brought 
down to a maxiqum limit of 60 per cent, with a differential slab system and lower 
rates for the fixed-income groups. The sales tax should be replaced by additiona: 
excise, the Centre compensating the states for losses on this account. 


Economic offenders, including squgglere, should be expeditiously prosecuted and 
economic offences made nonbailable and to be tried by special courts. 
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The practice of conducting voluntary disclosure schemes should be discontinued, 


People with black money could be permitted to invest in welfare schemes like housing 
for the weaker sections, conetruction of roads and coaching centres for students of 
the weaker sections, with ne questions asked, 


lt emphasised the need for solving the problem of hyperinflation, The economic 
growth, which averaged 4.8 per cent in the first 15 yeare after independence, had 
drastically declined, 


The volume of unemployment te estimated at 20 million. It is rising, The vicious 
circle of rising prices, mounting unemployment and grinding poverty should be 
broken with drastic changes in the economic policy and structure, The guiding 
principle of the BJP's economic policy would be “har hath ke kaam; har kheth ko 
pani” (work for everyone and water for every field), 


As regards inflation, money supply should be increased only in proportion to the 
annual growth rate--by about three per cent, A ten per cent cut in overall expendi- 
ture must be made without damaging essential and productive activities. 


The policy of continuing and increasing the exports of essential articles of maes 
consumption must be discontinued, and gore and more finished goods exported to 
increase employment and earn foreign exchange. 


The public distribution system should be expanded to supply essential articles to 
low-income consumers at reasonable prices. More fair-price shops should be opened 
in rural areas. 


One point made by Mr. Gupta was that a policy of “rational dualism” should be 
adopted so that the private and public sectors could be in competition with each 
other, and become more efficient. An exception would be defence industries. 
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MINISTER TELLS DETAILS OF BLHAR SIXTH PLAN 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 25 Dee 80 p 2 


{Text} The sixth Plan outlay for Bihar te 29 per cent higher than the previous 
Plan outlay, Chief Minieter Jagannath Mishra told newemen on Wednesday. 


The Plan outlay wae finalieed at Re 3,225 crores on Tuesday. 
The Central assistance would be of Re 1260.50 crores, including special assistance. 


Despite the increased outlay, the rate of growth was expected to be only about two 
and a half per cent, only about half of that envisaged for the whole of the country. 
It was bacause of ‘historically accumlated' backwardness and the poverty of the 
State, Dr Mishra eaid, 


Approximately half the increased outlay of Re 725 crores would be eaten up by 
inf lation. 


The Plan laid more stress on irrigation and power (Re 1,808 crores), agriculture and 
allied programmes (Re 582 crores), social and community services (Re 442 crores), 
and transport and communication (Rs 250 crores). 


Industry and mines were given a low priority with about Rs 99 crores, as Dr Mishra 
explained most of the industry in the State was in the Central sector, and the State 
initiative wae restricted to emall-scale industries. 


The State Government planned to provide, in five years, employment to 200 poor peo- 
ple in each of the 12,000 panchayats. The employment would be for 100 days in a 
year on the average. 


However the State Government yet did not know where the finances for the scheme 
would come from. It could immediately guster Rs 150 crores out of the Rs 400 
crores the scheme was likely to involve. 


He also mentioned that the discontinued self-employment scheme for the educated 
unemployed would be revamped and re-commenced. But he could not indicate the cost 
involved, or the number of unemployed to be brought under the scheme. In 1975-76 
when the scheme had been tried out, 19,000 people could be covered, he said. 


Dr Mishra ciaimed considerable improvement in the law and order situation. The 
bane of Bihar, its education and examination system, had been eliminated, he said. 
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We informed newamen that university and college examinations were not disrupted 
during the recent "RSS inepired agitation” againat Urdu, 


He announced that 4 postegraduate medical inatitute on the limes of All India 
Ineatitute of Medical Sciences would soon be eatabliahed at Patna. 
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SIXTH PLAN PROGRAM FOR TRIBAL UPLIFT REPORTED 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Dee 80 p 5 


[Text] A four-pronged programme will be carried out during the sixth Plan period 
for tribal uplift, Tribal sections constitute more than seven per cent of the coun- 
try's population, It is proposed to increase productivity in different sectors of 
development so as to enable about 50 per cent of the Scheduled Tribes to cross the 
poverty line, reports UNI, 


High priority is to be accorded to education. 
It is proposed to develop the infrastructure for development. 


The Government also aime at freeing the tribale of land alienation, debt bondage 
and protect them from unscrupulous traders and excise and forest officials. 


It is proposed to include in the tribal sub-plan areas having a population of 10,000 
more than 50 per cent tribal concentration. 


A note circulated by the Home Ministry to members of the Consultative Committee of 
Parliament said that according to the working group for the development of Scheduled 
Tribes during 1970-85, the total investment in the tribal sub-plan is to be of the 
order of Rs 5,000 crores--Rs 2700 crores of States plan; Re 1,000 crores of special 
Central assistance; Rs 750 crores as contribution of the Central Ministries and 

Re 500 crores as institutional finance. 


The Government also proposes to bring about a reorientation of personnel policies 
to ensure effective execution of the welfare programmes and monitoring of various 
schemes and policies. 


State Governments have been advised by the Centre to have simple administrative 
structure for the purpose. Rationalisation of administration at each level is con- 
sidered essential to ensure effectiveness, efficiency and economy. Adequate 
financial and administrative powers should also be delegated and a single line 
authority established for the total development effort of the tribal plan. 


States have been advised to ensure that a specially selected senior officer is 
placed in charge of the programme for the State as a whole. The project officers 
in charge of Integrated Tribal evelopment Projects (INTDP) should have full control 
over all functionaries located within the INTDP. [as published] 
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The Centre hase aleo asked the States to weed out at the State, divisional and dis- 
trict levels sub-standard officers and functionaries, It was essential to give 
special increments to officers working in backward areas in addition to monetary 
incentives, apecial facilities for residential accommodation, 


The report of the committee headed by Mr Maheawar Prasad, the then secretary for 
Personne! and Administration Reforma, has been forwarded to the State governments 
for necessary action, 


The States have also been advised to use prudently the allocation of Re 42,63 
crores by the seventh Finance Commission for upgradation of standarde of tribal 
adminiatration in the 13 sub-plan States, 


C80: 4220 





INDIA 


TL CORRESPONDENT REPORTS ON INDIANS IN GULF 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 26 Dec 80 p 18 
[Text] Abu Dhabi, Dec. 25 (PTI). 


The heavily taxed Indian with, perhaps, the lowest of incomes in the world may well 
be subsidising some construction projects in at least Kuwait and Iraq, writes a 
PTL correspondent after a tour of the Gulf. 


Quite a few of the 40-odd public and private-sector firms with contracts in Iraq 
alone worth Re. 1,400 crores are believed to be losing and the losses may run into 
several crores of rupees, as in the case of the Engineering Projects India (EPI). 


A pioneer among Indian firms in the Gulf, the EPI is admittedly finding its quota- 
tions, tendered several years ago, to be grossly under-estimated, 


Persistent questioning by PTI correspondent of the EPI's top executives in Kuwait, 
Baghdad, Baiji and in New Delhi has revealed that at least two of the three projects 
in Kuwait for the construction of a palace, military barracks and residential houses 
are losers. The losses might run into several crores. 


In Baghdad, the prestigious council of ministers building (CMB)--a secretarial 
complex--is yet to rise above the basement level, though the multi-storey building 
is to be handed over to the Iraqi government in September, 1981, in time for the 
non-aligned nations conference in 1982. 


Se are wany other projects for the construction of silos in Iraq running into 
losses, but the later contracts for additional constructions might help the company 
to wipe out its losses on them, thanks to reasonable tendering. 


In Kuwait, most of the work has been completed, but an element of racial rivalry 
and the prospect of termination of the services of non-Indian supervisory or cer- 
tifying staff is holding up handing over of the projects, the ostensible reason 
statedly is the use of substandard timber or door frames. 


Most of these contracts were secured in mid-seventies. It was, perhaps, even then 
known that the quotations were well below even the breakeven level. 


Quotations Reduced 


In instance is the tender for CMB, originally submitted for 19 million dinars (Rs. 
57 crores) and reduced during negotiations first to 15 million dinars (Rs. 45 
crores), a no-profit-no-loss quotation. 
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EPL ia believed to have finally settled for | million dinara (Re, 33 crores), 
This, however, ia not officially admitted, 


To make matters worse, the company was unable to get going with the project largely 
because of the selection of subcontractors who are unknown and stated to be tech- 
nically uneuitable, 


Consequently, there have been strikes at some project sites, threate of assault 
at others and overpayments as during the recent evacuation of India workmen in the 
wake of the Lraq-Lran war. 


Many other public sector companies in Lraq are also not happily placed, but they 

may fare much better, Some private-sector companies may lose in one or two projects, 
but, on the whole, firme like the Indian Road Conatruction Corporation (IRCC), the 
UP Bridge Corporation, the National Buildings Construction Corporation (NBCC), 

Som Dutt Builders, Dodsal, Hindustan Construction and the are) itecture construction 
team JKACIL are happily placed, 


Iraq Happy 


The Iraqi government is reportedly impressed by Indian companies continuing work 
even during the current war. Many Indian companies, including the EPI, Dodsal, Som 
Dutt Builders and the IRCC are negotiating new projects with the Iraqi government. 


Already, three comapnies, including Jayaprakash Associates and Makers Company, have 
walked away with projects worth Rs. 400 crores and Rs. 150 crores each. New con- 
tracts have also been bagged by the ACTB. 


The credit for this must go to a bunch of retired Indian army officers, heading 


several companies in Iraq, who kept the country's flag flying amidst a scramble for 
home by workers fleeing bombarded Baghdad, Basra, Baiji and Kirkuk. 
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RECONSTRUCTION CHIEF REPORTS ON INDUSTRIAL SICKNESS 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 27 Dec 80 pp 1, 16 


[Text] The rise in incidence of industrial sickness in the past few years has been 
a cause of concern for the Industrial Reconstruction Corporation of India, The cor- 
rective measures adopted so far have been inadequate, Mr T. Tiwari, Chairman and 
Managing Director of the corporation, said at its ninth annual general meeting in 
Calcutta on Friday. About Re 1,200 crores are involved in sick unite all over the 
country. 


Mr Tiwari said that an examination of the units assisted by the corporation for about 
five years showed that the risks incurred in financing sick units was considerably 
larger than was initially forseen. [as published) He attributed this to the weak- 
ness in the basic industrial infrastructure which had been progressively brought to 
the surface over the past seven years. 


The chairman explained that it had been difficult to foresee the present crippling 
power crisis, and the additional constraints on the availability of coal, steel and 
transportation. The inflationary spiral resulting from successive spurts in oil 
prices had also taken its toll. Organized trade union activity, especially in West 
Bengal, has also posed problems. The predominance of such external and other 
internal factors have hampered rehabilitation efforts, which have ended as “holding 
operations”, often at heavy financial cost. 


The corporation had provided about 35% of its disbursements towards meeting cash 
losses and about another 50% towards margin money, repayment of past liabilities 
and start-up expenses. Only a little over 15% of the assistance has, on an average, 
gone towards renovation—balancing equipment. It has been the corporation's experi- 
ence that obsolescence of plant and equipment together with outdated technology, 
lead to productive inefficiency, high rejections and loss of markets. These factors 
have gone towards aggravating the sickness. 


Mr Tiwari felt that the sickness had spread more rapidly in the small-scale sector 
than in the medium and large sectors of the economy. Any single institution attempt- 
ing to curb this phenomenon on its own would first be inhibited by the colossal 
number of sick small-scale units in the country. 


The corporation has decided to associate the State-level institutions in a special 
scheme evolved to assist the small-scale sector. This will be done through the 
lines of credit to the State-level institutions. Originally introduced in Kerala, 
the scheme is gradually being expanded to cover other States. 
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Of the 92 unite to which assistance has been disbursed by the corporation till June 
1980, as many aa 7/6 unite are located in West Bengal, The reat cover |) other 
States, in view of the growing sickness the corporation plane to expand its 
activities to other States in an increased measure, Mr Tiwar! added, 


During 1979-1980, reconatruction assistance of Re 14.4 crores in the form of ters 
loans wae sanctioned to 3/7 industrial unite, Term loans and hire-purchase asale- 
tance of Rea 80.41 crores was sanctioned to 96 unite in different tnduatry groups 
till June 30, 1980, Disbursement during 1979-1980 aggregrated Re 11.99 crores, rise 
of 11% over last year. [as publ ished] 


The corporation has been operating a scheme for providing diese|-generating sets 
hire-purchase basis. Till June 1980, about Re 2.12 crores was advanced againat 
this. In 1979-1980, the 59 active unite under the corporation's asaistance had 
showed a produciton worth Re 184 crores, [as published! The unite emploved 58,000 
people and paid Re 20 crores by way of duties and taxes 
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BJP EXECUTLVE HOLD PREC: /ENTION MEETING 
Caleutta THE STATESMAN in English 27 Dec 80 p 9 
[Article by V. S. Manian] 


(Text) Bombay, Dec. 26.--Almost the first thing the executive of the Bharatiya 
lanantea Party did as it began a two-day meeting here today, preliminary to the 
party's first national convention, was to condemn the repression unleashed by the 
Maharashtra Government on the peaceful march of farmers and to express its support 
for their demands. [as published] 


The BJP president Mr Atal Bihari Vajpayee, told the executive that he was dismayed 
by the manner in which the Antulay Government had gone berserk. Unrest among the 
peasantry was natural, and he was convinced that the movements in different parts 
of the country were spontaneous. 


Mr Vajpayee expressed his satisfaction at the finalization of the party's infra- 
structure and at the exrolment of 2.5 million members. 


A three-day BJP convention, which opens on Sunday, will be held on a sprawling 
Jl-acre site in the Bandra reclamation area, north Bombay. The 25000-Odd dele- 
gates, who have begun arriving, are to be housed in large “jute sacking pandals”, 
or “nagars'’, named after various rivers: Jhelum, Brahmaputra, Ganga, Kaveri, 
Narmada and Krishna. Women delegates are to be put up in a shed named after 
Savitribai Phule, wife of the great Maharashtrian social reformer. 


Austerity is the first aspect of the convention which strikes the visitor. All 
participants will stay at the convention venue and not in hotels. 
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MP'S APPEAL TO GANDHI ON SMALL-SCALE UNITS 
Caleutta THE STATESMAN in English 27 Dee 80 p 13 


[Text] New Delhi, Dec, 26,.--Bighty M.P.8, in a memorandum to the Prime Minister 
today, said that the emall-scale unite in the country were “on the brink of total 
collapse" because no consideration was shown by the Government. 


In the memorandum, the M.P.s8 laid special emphasis on the development of this sector, 
because it plays a vital role in the national economy and also generates more employ- 
ment. At present, this sector is passing through a critical situation and its 
economy stands shattered. 


Referring to the scarcity of inputs they said that for the past few years, iron and 
steel, pig iron and coal were in short supply to the small-scale sector. This is why 
this sector has to pay a very high premium in the open market for these products. 


The only sources of supply to the emall units are the States’ Small Industries 
Corporations which can only supply 5% of the requirement. There is no assured sup- 
ply of essential items to small-scale units at producers’ price as compared to the 
DGTD units. The same is the case of pig iron, coal, furnace oil and chemicals. 
Though there is supposed to be short production in the country, these inputs are 
available in the open market at sky-high prices. 


This calls for a rational distribution policy to ensure that the small-scale sector 
is not “devoured” by the black market. If courageous and speedy remedial actions 
are not taken, it is feared that the small-scale sector will be completely wiped 
out. This will be a severe blow to our national economy, te memorandum added. 


The Government has rightly reserved some items to be exclusively manufactured by 
the small units, but somehow the policy is not being adhered to earnestly. In 
spite of the above, new and enhanced Licences are being iesued to DGTD units to 
allow them to manufacture the same. The policy should be implemented by making it 
a statutory obligation. In the absence of which, the small-scale sector, which has 
been facing a cut-throat competition from the large and organized sector, has not 
been able to develop. [as published] 


"We feel that the central excise law is complicated complex and cumbersome. There 
is an element of uncertainty in it as changes in classifications of different tariff 
items and different classifications through trade notices of different Collectorate 
of Central Excise and notifications of the Government, keep on pouring in abundantly. 
Keeping in view, the difficulties created for the small-scale sector by such compli- 
cated and cumbersome laws, we had represented on July 11, 1980 to the Finance Minis- 
ter for exemption from central excise levy on swall-scale (engineering) sector and 
the decision is still pending with the Finance Minister", the memorandum added. 
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PAPER REVIEWS PROPOSALS OF INTUC 22D SESSION 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 25 Dee 80 p 5 


[Text] The 22nd session of the Indian National Trade Union Congress, the premier 
and largest trade union organisation of the country with a membership of 35,22,177 
in 3,395 affiliated unions spread across the States, was held at Zawar Mines, 
Vadipur in Rajasthan from 30 November to 1 December. 


Over 5,000 delegates attending the session unanimously elected Mr N K Bhatt, MP 
as its president in place of Union Minister for Tourism and Civil Aviation 

A P Sharma (who stepped down in view of his preoccupations in the Central 
Cabinet), and reinstalled Mr G Ramanujam as general secretary. 


The highlight of the session was the adoption of a thought-provoking statement on the 
"Challenge of the Eighties" which was moved by INTUC treasurer and Union Minister 
for Communications C M Stephen (who also later stepped down from the organisational 
post). Conceding that the country did record impressive achievements in the last 
three decades, the statement points out that "they are not sufficient to meet the 
increasing demands", following an increase in unemployment, price hike, big infla- 
tion, communal tensions, regional stresses and imbalances, disparities in incomes 
and earnings between sections of the population, particularly that of the rural 
urban sectors and weakening of people's moral fibre. 


Focussing attention to the frightening unemployment situation and the fact that over 
300 million of our population is living below the poverty line, the statement warns 
that “such a situation cannot continue for long in any civilised country” and 
notes: "If nearly half the population is below the poverty line and millions of 
educated unemployed see no hope of early employment, the seeds for a revolution are 
unmistakably there. The question is only when the revolution will overtake us. 

It is obvious we have an undated revolution. We know of two kinds of revolution. 
One is violent bloody revolution and the other a planned and peaceful revolution. 
The choice is not difficult to make. We should opt for a planned and peaceful 
revolution so that the poorest amongst us find meaning for words like freedom, 
socialism, democracy, planning, and are lifted above the poverty line”. 


The statement, therefore, feels that “in the eighties we have to reverse our wrong 
steps, unlearn a few things and begin afresh with determination and dedication 

our long march". The INTUC, it underscores, “as a Gandian institution for bringing 
about such a revolutionary change in the present culture, has to extend its coverage 
to the unorganised, ill-organised and rural sector, and towards this end build up 
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" at tie cadres " iViete and marenh ahead aa thie imgual ror the ifitic 


fe, ition for whi tive bora’ dale ia ripe” 
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“Put the performance of some of the public sector undertakings in Fecent years have 
been far from satiefactory, The return on investment in the entire sector is also 
inadequate, There is, therefore, urgent need for improving the efficiency of the 
public sector, It fequires competent managerita! personne! with commitment to the 
publle sector, backed by proper and timely advice and guidance, 


he Bureau of Public Enterprises has to be immediately dismantled, There is no 
joubt some need for some age cy to coordinate, guide and counse! the numerous publ tk 
sector undertakings under the Government, But the Bureau of Public Enterprises as 
comceived and working at preeent has failed to fulfil thia objective. The confer- 
eee would suggest 4 voluntary aseoctation of publ te sector undertakings with @ 

mpact executive body of experts in different national spheres such a8 materia! 
mifagement, marketing, production, finanee and industrial relations so that the 
executive body will be a bedy of experts and not of bureaucrats, 


‘The @Mafhagement of each public sector unit @ust have the fullest autonomy, $ Ges 
from amy backseat driving of either the administrative ministry or these experts, 
The only conatraint on them would be that along with this autonomy they will be 
accountable to the Mintetry and Parl lament. 

"The session, therefore, appeale to the Government to revamp the Bureau of Pub! ic 
Pnterpriees and make it an effective instrument in the service of the public sector 
undertakings in the country.” 


‘ > 1 
oe See 








INDLA 


FINANCE MINISTER SPRAKS AT BANK CERSMONY 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in Enelieh 28 Dee 80 5» 7 


[Text| The Indian economy is poised for a rapid growth in the ensuing two years, 
according to Mr. RR, Venkataraman, Union Finance mintater. 


He appealed to all those who are asking for a larger share of the national cake to 
exercise restraint for «a couple of years to enable the economy to grow. 


He called on the workere, itndustrialtete and othere to come together to rebuild the 
economy, 


Mr. Venkataraman was presiding over the function to mark Indian Bank's deposite 
croseing the Re. 1,000-—crore gark and inauguration of ite Nartman Point branch 
on Saturday. 


The minister, agreed that the prices of all commodities of household use had risen 


significantly compared to manufactured goods. He blamed critical supply position 
of foodgrains, sugar, oileeede and oils and pulses on severe drought condit. oe 
last vear. 


With the expected increase in the output of foodgrains and sugar, the prices might 
come down. The shortage in edible oils could be met by imports. But there vere 
limitations on import of pulses. 


While agreeing that the weee earnere should get proper wages, he appealed to them 
to work hard and trv to make the economy sound. 


/The finance sinieter vase unhappy that notwith. tanding the variovs concessions 


offered by hie in ! ist budeet, the industrs had not vet responsed to the desired 
lword illeeible!l., fin boldface] 
He eaid "I do net want to draw lessons from it.” He would wait for some time sore 


ae there was alwave 4 time lag between the announcement of concessions and the 


reault 


The import bill was likely to rise by about Re. 500 crores per annum from January 
ae 4 result of the price riee in crude. As 5O per cent of the o1!] was being used 
by the transport evetem. there were iimitations in reducing ofl importe. 
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Recalling the emal!l beginning made by Indian Bank, Mr, Venkataraman said the bank's 
progress indicated the confidence people had in ite good, prompt and efficient 
service, 


Since mationalisation of 14 major commercial banks, he said banking had been carfied 
to the rural areas and was being harnessed for the weaker sections of the society, 


Om interest rates being charged by banks to industry and commerce, the minister said 
the rates were @uch lese than those in the developed countries, 


in Nie welcome address, Mr. M. V. Subba Rao, chairman and managing director of 
indian Bank, traced the progress made by the bank in the past 73 years, To under- 
take developmental activities in the rural and semi-urban centres and among the 
weaker sections, he sald the banks guat build up profitable business ofiered in 
urban centres and international operations. 
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INDIA 


PLANNING COMMISSION AGREES ON NORTHEAST FUNDS 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 24 Dee 80 p 19 
[Text] New Delhi, December 23, 


The planning commission has agreed to raise the sixth plan allocations for the north- 
eastern states by Re. 25 crores to a total of Re. M40 crores. 


The counci] had sought an allocation of Re. 445 crores but the commission had 
earlier sanctioned only Ra, 115 crores, 


This was indicated yesterday by the deputy chairman of the planning commission at a4 
special meeting of the North-Eastern Council. 


For the firet time since ite formation eight years ago, the council met in New De! =. 
This enabled the prime minister, other cabinet ministers and planning commission 
members to participate in the deliberations. Mre. Gandhi was present for about three 
hours. 


With the exception of the chief ministere of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh, all the 
chief ministere of the north-eastern states attended the meeting. Mr. L. P. Singh, 
governor of Aseam, who ise the chairman of the council, presided. The Lt. Gov. 

of Arunachal Pradesh, Mr. R. N. Haldipur, was present. 


One of the important concessions announced at the council meeting pertained to the 
raising of investment subsidy in the north-eastern states from 15 to 20 per cent 
and increasing the limit of investment for subsidy purposes from Re. 15 lakhe to 
Re. 20 lakhe. 


A firm commitment wae aleo made for direct Delhi-Gawhati airlink (at present one has 
to change planes at Calcutta), im January, 4 third level air service in the region 
(date to be announced later) and the extension of broad gauge railway line in two 
phases, in 1981, from Bongaigaon to Rengla and in 1982 up to Gawhati. 


A massive »ower development programme, setting up paper pulp factories and paper 
preduction unite, cement factories and intensive exploitation of coal reserves wil! 
also be taken up during the sixth plan period. 


A road-cum-rail bridge over Brahmaputra and bridging the vital missing links to 
provide better traneportation and communication in the southern parts of the region 
are also envisaged 








Mr. L. BP. Singh, whe briefed the prese later said the meeting was fruitful and 
concrete proposals emerged at today's discussion, 


The region, he said, had great economic potential, A proper exploitation of ite 
forests, power and mineral reserves could greatly contribute to the prosperity of 
some of the eastern estates, Nearly 16 perecent of the country's area under forests 
is in the region, Forests covered 49 per cent of the total area of the region, 


The region, which at present generates only 200 megawatts of power, has 4 potential 
of 21,000 aw. The country's total power generation, at present, wae 31,000 awe, 
During the next plan period efforts would be made to add 2,000 awa to the region's 
production, During thie period, the coal production would go up from six lakh to 

2 lakh tonnes, 


A special group has been set up for the development of emall scale sector, Freight 
subsidy and other proposals, would be studied by the Union ministers, Mr. Singh 
said, 

The chief minietere of the north-eastern estates and union territories also discussed 


problema like transport bottlenecks, power shortage, low-output of agriculture and 
lack of infrastructural facilities for development. 


CSO: 4220 
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LNDLA 


FINANCE MINISTER CLAIMS PRICES STABLE 
Madras THE HINDU in English 23 Dee 80 p 10 
[Text] New Delhi, Dee, 22. 


The Finance Minister, Mr. RK, Venkataraman, told the Lok Sabha today that the price 
situation had generally etabilised since August this year. 


From a rise of one per cent in August, the wholesale price index had come down to 
minus 0.23 and remained etationary last month. This was a record which no other 
deve oping or developed country had achieved, he said. 


The Finance Minister was replying to the debate on the supplementary demands for 
grante for 1980-81, totalling about Re, 1,170 crores. 


The House later voted the demands and passed the relevant Appropriation Bill. 


in regard to money supply aleo, Mr. Venkataraman said it had decreased by 14 per 
cent--in quantitative terms Rs. 1017 crores, less than the corresponding period 
last vear. 


He repeated that the Governmen,. suffered from the handicap of a legacy handed by 

a previous regime--a record deficit of Re. 2,700 crores, 21 per cent price spiral 
and savage taxation of Re. 900 crores. He was hopeful of keeping the deficit low. 
There wae no possibility of beating the record set by the Janata Government, he 
said. 


The Finance Minister pointed out that Re, 400 crores, out of the additional expendt- 
ture for which approval wae sought would go to the States as assistance for bigger 
Plans. 


Mr. Venkataraman said the fall or stability in wholesale index had not been 
reflected adequately in the retail prices. In some of the household commodities 
like sugar, edible oi] and pulses, pressure of price increase had persisted due to 
supply conetraints. The drought last year had effected production. 


Some Shortage Inevitabl« 


The Government was trying to ease the situation by streamlining the public d. «tribu- 
tion system. "dible ofls, worth Re. 600 crores, had been imported and gore would 
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be imported wherever possible, Unfortunately, pulses could not be bought outside 
an they were grown only in India, Some shortage had to be put up with, he said, 


While etating that the production of infrastructural items like power, coal and 

stee!| had improved since last year, Mr. Venkataraman, admitted that the public sector 
performance as a whole had not been to hie expectations, He hoped the situation 
could improve to a certain extent before the next budget. 





INDIA 


COMMISSION ON HARIJANS MAKES FIRST REPORT 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 26 Dee 80 p 9 
[Text] New Delhi, December 25 (PTI), 


The commiseion for scheduled castes and scheduled tribes has recomended that cer- 
tain offences disposseasing these categories from land lawfully belonging to them 
be made conigable offences. [as published] ‘ 


The commission, in ite first report, has suggested that offences such as not giving 
the possession of land legally allotted to scheduled castes and scheduled tribes 
and unlawful eviction from land in their © esession should come under this category. 


Other offences, which should be made cognizable are unlawful eviction from houses 

in the possession of scheduled castes and schedules tribes, prevention from cultiva- 
tion of land either allotted the them or in their possession by vested interests 

and preventio. from the harvesting of crops belonging to them, particularly where 
share-cropping is prevalent. [as published] 


The commission has also stressed the need for giving prompt monetary and other 
reliefs to scheduled caste and scheduled tribe victimes of atrocities. 


As regards the practice of untouchability, the commission has recommended that 
special courte should be set-up by the sate governments tor the trial of offences 
cc amitted against the scheduled castes, and special prosecutors appointed a govern- 
ment cost. [as published] 


Inter-Caste dinisg and community dinners subsidised by the government on national 
daye should be organised in areas were untouch ability is practised rigidiy. [as 
publ ished | 


The commission has also stressed the need for the setting up of special grievances 
cells at the district and sub-divisional levelse*‘to redress the grievances of 
echeduled castes and scheduled tribes against the police force. [as published] 


At the apex level these grievances cells should punction under the control of statu- 
tory erievances commissioner, independent of the state government, to make them 
effective and to insulate them against political pressures. [as publ ished] 


The commission has also recommended that in every district there should be arrange- 
mente for an automatic judicial inquiry in cases of scheduled castes and scheduled 
tribes dying in police custody, dying totting grievous hurt caused by alleged 

police torture or owing to police firing anc alleged rape of women in police custody. 
fas published! 
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GOVERNMENT ALERTS STATES TO POLICE TORTURE 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Dec 80 p 4 
[Text] Ahmedabad, Dec, 26 (PTI) 


After the incidents of blinding of prisoners in Bhagalpur, the Union Government 

had issued instructions to all the State Governments that no under trial prisoner 
should be subjected to any sort of torture in the police custody, Union Minister of 
State for Home Affairs Yogendra Makwana said yesterday. 


The blinding of prisoners in Bihar was reported to have begun in 1979, though it 
came to light recently” he told newamen here. [as published] 


He said the reported support by the local people to this "ghastly act" was possible 
because the blinded persons were ex-dacoits who were allegedly blinding their 
victims. 


Mr Makwana said even in West Bengal four incidents of blinding of prisoners were 
reported recently. 


Mr Makwana said the Congress-I high command would announce its decision on the 
choice of the new president of GPCC-I in a few days. 


He said "the high command would select the persons who was acceptable toall the 
groups”. [as published] The State leaders would be called to Delhi for consulta- 
tions with the high command. 


Chavan's Arrest 


Mr Makwana justified the recent arrest of Congress-U leader Y 8 Chavan while lead- 
ing the “lone march” of farmers in Amravati district. 


“anyone who disturbs the law and order situation was liable to be arrested under 
the Bombay Police Aci.” he said. 


Mr Makwena said Mr “havan may e¢ a4 national leader, but even a leader like Mrs 
Indira Gandhi was also arrested in the past. 


According to Mr Makwana “the law and order situation in Delhi was far better than in 
any other part of the c.untry”. 
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He disclosed that the Union Government was considering a proposal to set up a 
separate department for matters relating to Scheduled Castes and Tribes, 


"Ae a Miniater and also a preaident of the All India Scheduled Castes Conference, 


| have already expressed my views supporting  .ne proposed new department before 
the Government", 
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INDLA 


SYMPOSLUM ADVISES ON SMALL INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 24 Dec 80 p 20 
[Text] Bangalore, December 23, 


Actions, both at the national level and regional or international levels, for the 
development of technology for small industry have been recommended by an eight- 

day symposium organised by the Asian Productivity Organisation in collaboration with 
the National Productivity Council of India. 


The symposium, which concluded its week-long session here yesterday, suggested 

that at the national level, a central body to co-ordinate and monitor the progress 
of research and development activities should be set up and resources available in 
research and development institutes should be effectively utilised. Research and 
development results should be commercialised, based on the experiences of India and 
Korea, both for modern and traditional small industries. 


At the international level, the Asian Productivity Organisation was asked to organ- 
ise small units and technological systems in selected countries. A training pro- 
gramme on advanced automation and mechanisation, with an emphasis on production and 
processes and packing, was also recommended. 


The Bangalore symposium was a sequel to a two-year survey on technology development 
for small industry, conducted in eight countries, under the guidance of Prof. Fiji 
Ogawa of Japan. Participants represented China, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, 
Korea, Nepal, Singapore, Sri lanka and Thailand. 


A number of papers presented st the symposium referred to government policy instru- 
ments and incentives. For example, 120 per cent write-off of research and develop- 
ment expenditure from profits for tax purposes in India had been a great incentive. 


Recently, Singapore had instituted several new concessions for promoting research 
and development and acquiring new technology. The paper from Korea dealt in detail 
with various explicit and implicit policies for technological development and 
creation of funds and institutional mec. anisms. 


Insignificant Role 


it was brought out that a relatively insignificant role was played by universities 
and public research institutes as suppliers of new technology or informetion for 
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technical improvement, As an example, in a sample of 279 firma in China, covering 
chemicals, machinery, electrical and electronic industries, reliance on public 
research inetitucions and universities varied between eight and 19 per cent, 


A study of nearly 300 major developments in automobile ancillary unite in Korea 
betewen 19/73 and 1978 indicated that strength came from high technical skille 
present within the tirms 


Indian case studies indicated the destrability of promoting technical entrepreneurs. 
A Japanese case study pointed out the close and intimate relations between research 
and industry from the beginning to the end, while the U.S. experience highlighted 
the importance of delivery systems and person-to-person exchange, 
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INDIA 


LNDLAN ALRLINES FOREIGN EXCHANGE EARNINGS TOLD 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 24 Dec 80 p 19 


rText) New Delhi, December 23 (UNI): The foreign exchange earnings of Indian 
Airlines touched an all-time high of Re. 56.21 crores forming about 32 per cent of 
its passenger revenue for the year, according to the airlines’ annual report for 
1979-80, 


The foreign exchange earnings for the year rose by 19.5 per cent from the previous 
years’ Rs. 47,02 crores. 


In the year under review, 7,018 foreign tour groups travelled by Indian Airlines 
and, of these, 120 consisted of 75 members. To facilitate these group movements 
the airlines operated 191 additional flights. 


The report said thac Indian Airlines was caught in the web of rising fuel prices 
during the vear. From March 1979 to June 1980 the airline had to face a cumulative 
increase of 134.2 per cent in the price of aviation turbine fuel, the price shooting 
up from Rs. 1,555 to Rs. 3,642 a kilolitre. 


This increase coupled with the stagnant economy and sluggish growth in traffic (3.6 
per cent against the anticipated 15 per cent) led to a net loss of Rs. 2.34 crores. 


The report said in 1979-80 the airiine carried 5.383 million passengers against 
».326 million in the previous yeer, with an operating revenue of Rs. 205.05 crores. 
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INDIA 


PRESIDENT SPRARS AT FOUNDATION STONE CRRIONY 
Madras THE HINDU in Baglieh 26 Dee 80 p 1 





[Text] The President, “r. N,. Sanjeewa Reddi, today described uneven distribution of 
wealth a6 the greatest genace and said the economy of the courtry should not be in 
the hands of «4 few families, Nehru himself had warned againet this danger, 


Mr, Reddi who laid the foundation-etone for a Re, 12 crore railway coach repair 
workshop here referred to the current “upheavals” im certain States and said ther 
should set turn 4 blind eye to them a6 if it wae the responsibility of Mre, Gandhi 
alone to worry about thee. The consequences of these agitations would affect the 
entire nation, 


“Mey be there were occasions when there were differences of opinion between ae and 
her but | say now that she has been taking 4 lot of pains to bring these things 
wader control.” There should be some wise gen “Who are outeide politics to advise 
ws, for that aatter ewen “re. Gandhi on what to do ad what not to do” like in for- 
eigen countries. fae published) 


Referring to the drowght currently eripping Rayalaeeema, he recalled how he as 
Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh had to combat one of the severest famines in that 
area. Permanent measures should be thought of to stop the recurrence of drought. 
We did not want to wisit drowght— hit areas in Rayalaseem now because he knew that 
if he did the officials sow engaced in relief operations would stop a41i their work 
and accompany hie. 


te hoped that the Chief Minieter, Mr. Aniaiah would fulfil hie wieh to see some 
projects for which he had laid the foundation (when he wae Chief Minister) com- 
pleted during hie life-time. 


He said that a6 one belonging to Andhra Pradesh he wae thankful to the Railway 
Minister for starting 4coach repair workshop in Tirupati. As a former MLA of 
Srikalahascti conetitwency, adjacert to Tirupati, he fully endorsed the request aade 
earlier by other epeskere that local people should be given jobs in the workshop 
especially those whose ‘sande had been acquired for the workshop. He hoped that 

Mr. Aniaiah would try to build up the necessary industrial ateoephere in the State 
eo that induetrialiets from neighbouring States could set up unite in A.P. 


The President made no secret of hie diemay at the size of the present Andhra 
Pradesh Cabinet for he repeatedly referred to this in hie speech. Adverting to 











the presetce of Mee, Pandey, wife of the Railway Minister, at the function he 
femarked that if eniv the Bihar Cabinet were te be a6 big a8 the Andhra Cabinet, 
she would definitely get a berth (Mrs, Pandey is an MLA in Bihar). We recalled how 
email hie Cabinet used to be when he wae Coief Minister, 


hatlier on arrival at Tirupati airport by 4 especial LAP aircraft, accompanied by 
the Chief Minteter he was received among others by the Railway Minister and Andhra 
Pradesh Minteters besides officials and non-officials, 


Mr. Anjlah, whe presided, referred te the request made earlier by Mr. A, Beware 
Reddy, MLA, Tirupati and assured hie that jobs would be provided to the loeal peopie 
in the workshop. 


“rt. Kedar Pandey, Rallway Minister said that plane were under way fot only to eodern- 
ise railway workshops but alee to impreve productivity of railway assets, 


PTl reports: The President, said the present difficult economic situation in the 
country was due to a few families enjoying the fruite of toil of about 90 per cent 
of the population. 


These few families hoarded stocks of essentials and sold them at high prices, 


fven Jawaharlal Nehru had admitted this phenomenon. Wehru had told hie when he was 
the Congress President. “You are young and you do not know what would happen to 
this country if the few families that are controlling our economy are allowed to do 
so”, he had eaid 


The President expressed “grief” at the present plight of farmere in the country. 
Turning to Mr. P. Rajagopal Naidu, MP, he asked hie not to rest until all the prob- 
lems of the farmers were solved. 


The Re. 11.97 crore workshop, when completed in two years, would cater to the per- 
iodical overhaul requirements of coaches in the southern region. 


The President, Mr. Sanjiva Reddi, who arrived here this gorning on 4 three-day visit 
worshipped Lord Venkateswara tonight at Tirumla during Poolangi seve. 


The President wae received at the temple by Mr. P. V. Chowdary. Endowment Minister, 
Andhra Pradesh, Mr. ™. Chandramouli Reddi, State Endowment Commissioner and “Mr. 
P. Vv. 8. BR. Prasad, Seecutive Officer of TID, 


The President, who was to have wisited the temple in the ewening cancelled it. 
Other programmes for the President arranged by the TTD at Tirwmala for tomorrow 
morning have also been cancelled. 


According to the revised programme of the President, he is not visiting Tiruchanur 
temple on Saturday before he takes off for Anantapur by helicopter. 
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INDIA 


PETROLEUM MINISTER ANSWERS QUESTIONS ON SUPPLY 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in Pnelieh 24 Dee 80 p 14 
[Text!) New Delhi, December 23) 


The Union petroleum @inister, Mr. P. C, Sethi, aseured the Lok Sabha today that 
there was no shortage of diesel, petrol and petroleum products. 


Replying to pointe made by members during 4 calling-attention motion, Mr. Seth 
rejected the suggestion for introducing rationing of diese! and said it would cause 
panic buying and lead to blackmarketing. [ae published! 


The sinister, however, declined to give any assurance that there would be no further 
increase in prices consequent on the decision of OPBC countries to raise the crude 
oi) prices. Mr. Sethi said the iseue was not within the ambit of the sotion. 


The gotion was tabled by Mr. Jalil Abbasi and Prof. Satyadeo Sinha (both Cong-i), 
Mr. Harikesh Bahadur (SDF), Mr. Niren Ghosh (CPM), and Mr. Ravindra Vara (J), 
Mr. Varma wae arrested yesterday in connection with the farmers’ agitation in 
Maharashtra and was not present. [as published] 


Mr. Harikesh Bahadur controverted the @inister's claim and contended that there 
was an acute shortage of diesel in U.P. and people had to wait in queves for two 
days. 


Mr. Sethi maintained that no shortage would be allowed and the government was 
willing to import @ore diese! if necessary. 


Nr. Niren Ghosh, who described the government's of] policy ae 4 disaster, 4) leged 
diectimination between states in the allocation of diesel and pointed out that West 
Benes! wae allotted $5,000 tonnes 4 sonth against ite demand of 85,000 tonnes. 


Mr. Sethi replied that the allocation for West Bengal had been increased from 4},000 
tonnes in November, 1979, to 45,900 tonnes in November thie year and the chief 
minister of the etate had told hie that he was “gore than satiefied”. 


The allocation had now been raised 55,000 tonnes and the chief sinister was 
“absolutely satisfied”. If Weet Bengal came forward with 4 request for “ad hoc” 
allocations, the minieter added, it would be considered. 











Mi, Satyadeo Sinha alleged that district effteere were invelved in blackmarketing, 


in @ wWRitten Statement Mr, Sethi recalled that there was panic buying of diese! 
following the outbreak of the lran-lraq war, To effectively control the situation, 
the state governments were asked in October to regulate distribution once again, 
giving the highest priority to agriculture, 


The allocations of diesel for Oeteber to December were made at 4 level five per 
cent higher than the allocations in the corresponding onthe of 1979, “ad hoe” extra 
allocations were aleo made from time to time to different estates, 


Ae regard (U.P.) the original alloeation of 786,800 tonnes of HED for October was 
increased by 1,200 tonnes, The alloeations for November and December were 94,000 
tonnes and 927,200 tonnes, respectively, 


Mr, Sethi said distribution of diesel was the responsibility of the state govers- 
mente Which had been told that priority should be given to agriculture, 


The @inister stressed the need for conserving fuel and remarked that the demand for 


petroleum products was expected to go up to 93 eillion tonnes by the year 2,000 
from the present M @illion tonnes, 
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INDIA 


PTL REPORT OLL IMPORTS ESTIMATE FOR 198) 
New Delhi PATRIOT in Bnglish 26 Dec 80 p i 


[Text] india’s of) import requirements for next year have by and large been con- 
tracted, according to official sources on Thureday night, reporte PTI, 


The imports will be of order of 16 sillion tonnes of crude and 6.4 sillion tonnes 
of petroleum producte. 


An official delegation headed by Mr 5 Narayanaewamy, joint socretary in the Petro- 
leum Ministry, is leaving on Sunday for Algeire to sign an agreement under which 
Algeria will be supplying 0.5 a@illion tonnes of of] next year. [ae published) 


Another delegation compricing Mr C ®R Dasgupta, Chairman of the Indian 011 Corpora- 
tion and Mr & L Khosla, joint secretary in the Ministry of Petroleum, is already 
in Tripoli to sign an agreement of supply of 0.75 willion tonnes of Libyan crude 
for 1981. 


Yet another delegation is expected to go to Caracas to sign an agreement with 
Venesuela, which hase already promised 1.5 @illion tonnes of of] to India. 


leporte of ofl and petroleum products next year is expected to cost Re 6000 crores 
in foreign exchange, following the 7 to 10 per cent hike in of! prices announced by 
the Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries at ite meeting in Bali last week. 
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HYDERABAD INVENTOR PRODUCES WATER-O1L FURL MIX 
hombay THE TIMPS OF INDIA in English 286 Dee 80 p 7 
[Article by &. &. Rangan! 


[Text) Water hae traditionally been used for extinguishing fire but it tse now being 
developed to fuel it-<in combination with fossil oile. 


An inventor in Hyderabad, Mr. A. R. G. Rao, has produced fuel formulations incor- 
porating generous use of water as 4 prime mover of internal combustion engines and 
boiler firing. 


The specially-formulated fuel has been branded “Ganga” and bas been patented both 
in India and the U.5. 


Several industrial unite in the country--TISOO, Kirloskar O11 Engines, Gwalior 
Rayons, Southern Steels, Brooke Bond, Weet Coast Paper Milise, Ferro Concrete and 
Hindustan Aluminiue--have been testing the new fuel in both automobiles and 
boiler firing. 


Preliminary reports from these organisations have indicated 4 saving in fossil fuel 
consumpton without any damage to engines from corrosion. [ae published) 


Trial Orders 


The eixture of of] fuel and water is promoted by the use of an organo~-inorganic 
chemical known a6 Kothere whose proportion in the hybrid fuel is 0.1 per cent. 


Large industrial houses have been placing trial orders for Kothere for cont inued 
research and eventual ewitch a6 operational fuel. The @aterial is sought to be 
exported with the U.S. and lerael showing 4 particular interest. 


Although the hybrid fuel has been developed a decade ago, it is only now that it is 
being exploited for commercial application in Inda and abroad by the inventor's 
eon, Mr. Anjan Rao. [as publ ished) 


The executive director of the company, Mr. Ravi George, now in the city, has been 
making demonstrations of hie product and supervising trials in various user com- 
panies. 











According to him, 4 Tata-Merlin-Gerin truck wee put on 4 trial of 30 per cent 
diese! and an equal quantity of “Ganga” (water and Kotherm). The engine ran for 
100 sinutes and perfromed satisfactorily, Me, George told this reporter [as pub- 
lished | 


The specially=formulated fuel can replace undiluted furnace oi!, diesel and kerosene 
up te 50 per cent by volume, 


The man-made fuel is sought to be dispensed in wayside gas stations for motorists, 
Although it is said to be efficacious in petrol-driven care, triale are still on to 
estabiieh comercial viability. 


While there is 4 net saving of 25 to 30 per cent in the consumption of conventional 
fuel oils, not only is there ne handicap in the use of new hybrid fuel, but there 
is also some improvement in the performance efficiency. 


Thies efficiency te attributed to better atomisation resulting from the eplit of 
water into hydrogen and oxygen bypassing the steam stage. 


The Karnataka-born inventor employed with the South-Central Railway in Hyderabad 
dreams of becoming 4 water sheikh with hie invention. 





Some of the companies experimenting with the new fuel have also testified to the 
reduction in the flue gas outflow which implies a gore efficient combustion in 
boilers. 
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COMMERCE MINISTER SPEAKS TO JUTE COUNCIL 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 28 Dec 80 p 4 
[Text] Caleutta, December 27, 


The Union commerce minister, Mr. Pranab Mukherjee, who inaugurated today the first 
meeting of the jute manufacturers’ development council (JMDC), put across the mee- 
sage to the members of the council that the Union government would not lose time in 
evolving an integrated jute policy of which a long-terw export strategy would be 


an important component. 


In order to speed up the process of formulating an integrated policy for the commod- 
ity, Mr. Mukherjee had asked the task force on jute to finalise its report by the 
middie of February 1981 and the IMDC to consider the suggestions on export promotion 
to be submitted by a working group. 


The government, he said, would not only strive for the growth of the jute industry 
but would aleo take “remedial action to halt any declining trends." 


Referring to the nationalisation of six jute eills and putting them under the 
National Jute Manufacturers’ Corporation Lted., (WJNC), the mintster said the process 
of appointing a board of directore and executives would be coupleted by the middie 
of next month. The government would take all possible seasures to bring about the 
desired professional competence in the NJMC, Mr. Mukherjee added. 


The winister advised Mr. Saran Singh, secretary (textiles), Union commerce sinistry, 
to hold at least four meetings of the JMDC in a year. In fact, the JMDC met today 
ll months afer its reconstruction, even though ite different committees set severa! 
times during this period. [ac published] 


Addressing the role of the JMDC, Mr. Mukherjee admitted that “the council has not 
been able to keep pace with the sharp fluctuations and trends in the international 
market.” He recommended more effective co-ordination under the aegis of the JMDC 
in the field of diversification. The JMDC, as visualised by the sinister, “should 
provide the much-needed linkage between the research laboratocies and the industry.” 


Indian jute goods could effectively compete in the world market, said Mr. Mukherjee, 
provided a “degree of professional imanagement™ was brought to bear upon product 
diversification and marketing techniques. 
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The minister wanted every research project on jute to be sponsored by the industry 
with the commitment that there would be commercial and industrial utilisation of 
research results even though euch endeavours would tavelve some additional invest- 
ment. 


Mr, Mukherjee criticised the industry for displaying the “tendency of pocketing a!) 
gaine on 4 boom period and looking to the government for cash assistance at the 
slightest threat of loss, It ie often overlooked that the demand recession and 
market erosion has been largely the outcome of the industry's keenness to push prices 
sky-high in a rising market.” 


The minister expressed the hope that jute would be the first among the commodities 
identified by UNCTAD on which an international agreement would be signed. (The 
UN negotiating conference on jute and jute products is to be held in Geneva from 
January 12 to WO), 


The signing of an international agreement on jute would make it possible to get 
funde from the second window of the common fund to promote research and development. 
Referring to the recent meeting on jute held in Dacca under ESCAP, Mr. Mukherjee 
eaid it displayed the “community of interests among producing countries. [ae pub- 
lished} 





New Market 


According to Mr, Mukherjee, the traditional approach in raw jute cultivation and the 
failure to modernise the industry and diversify its production were responsible for 
most of the ills of the jute economy. The JMDC, he said, was constituted to improve 
the jute economy by (1) funding research projects designed to improve productivity 

in the farm and the factory; (2) recommending norms of efficiency for the industry 
and (3) exploring new markets and expanding the existing ones. India, he informed, 
accounted for about 30 per cent of the world's jute goods production. 


Talking to newsmen after inaugurating the JMDC meeting, Mr. Mukherjee said 
co-operatives in the jute-growing states would have to be involved in a big way in 
the procurement of fibre. The success of the Cotton Corporation of India was largely 
due to the support it received from co-operatives in the cotton-growing states. 





Mr. Mukherjee, however, held out the hope for improving the infrastructure of the 
Jute Corporation of India so that it could cover the big jute centres thorugh its 
department purchase centres. 
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CONFERENCE ON SAFETY IN MINES MEETS IN DELHI 
Labor Miniaetry Criticized 

New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Dee 80 p 7 

[Text] Representatives of all the central trade union organisations have on Friday 


severely criticised the deplorable safety conditions in various coal mines and 
assailed the coal companies and the Energy Ministry for this state of affairs. 






Participating in the two-day fifth conference on safety in wines in the Capital, 
these tr.de union leaders--notably Mr Kanti Mehta (INTUC) and Mr Kalyan Roy, MP 
(AITUC)--strongly condemned the non-implementation of the different safety laws, 
especially by companies under Coal India Limited. Describing the conditions as 
“intolerable”, they made it clear that the “mines will not tolerate any longer” 
this situation. 

























Mr Roy lashed out at the Energy Ministry and pointing to the absence of Union Energy 
Minieter A BA Ghani Khan Choudhury, he said this was a reflection of the Ministry's 
attitude to safety in coal mines. He and other trade union representives also 
poited to the fact that Minister of State for Energy Vikram Mahajan was quite occa- 
sionally absenting himself from the meeting. [as published) 


Differences of opproach of two Ministries to the problems of coal mines safety came 
out in bold relief in the course of the meeting. [as published) At one state of 
the discussions, Secretary in the Ministry of Mines Swaminathan proposed that the 
Board of Directors of every minining company should review the progress of safety 
every six sonths and requested the Labour Ministry to give guidelines regarding 
safety. [as published) He said the Ministry of Mines was prepared to follow this 
procedure. This was reading appreciated by all those present at the meeting inclu- 
ding the trade union leaders. Howevr, the Minister of State for Energy merely 
stated that he would look into it’ a response which was sharply criticised by the 
workers’ representatives. [as published] 


Mr Roy, Dr MK Pande (CITU), Mr Pritish Chanda (UTUC-Lenin Sarani) pointed to the 
absence of pit safety committees and the utter callous attitude of the mine author- 
ities to take the workers into confidence. They held the Coal India Limitedes 
enterely resposible for the prevailing ‘atmosphere of confrontation’ and blamed the 
authorities to take the workers into confidence. [as published) Mr Mehta felt 
‘unless there is accountability’ this situation was bound to persists. [as pub- 
lished] 

















The workers’ representatives underlined that while the Labour Ministry had referred 
to a “stationary level! in the incidence of fatal accidents in coal mines and the 
absence of any downward trend in the non-coal sector”, the Coa! India and Bnerey 
Miniatry were misleading the public by claiming a decline in the rate of accidente., 
in reality, the situation was extremely erim, they maintained, 





In this context, they pointed out that the condition of workers in coal mines had 
eo deteriorated that even according to the papers placed by the Coal India, 


“absenteeism due to sickness has gone up in 1980" and “absenteeiam due to accident 
has steadily increased \ndhra Pradesh, West Bengal and Indian Union Mines”, 
Mr Roy demanded 4 time=bovnd programme for welfare and medical facilities, 


All the trade union representatives strongly demanded atrengthening of the 
Directorate-General of Mines Safety and deplored the attitude of the Coal India 
authorities to the Safety Department. They further pointed out from the ILO study 
team report that “only fatal accidents and about one per cent of serious accidents 
are investigated by officers of the DGMS” and that the “DGMS staff was about 30 per 
cent below strength” which happened to be a “matter of deep concern”. 


The Government has prepared «a revised Draft Bill on safety in mines incorporating 
some of the important amendments recommended by the parliamentary select committee, 
reports PTI. 


The Draft Bill, now under final consideration would soon be brought before Parlia- 
ment, Labour Minister N D Tiwari told che conference. 


Mine Safety Board Planned 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Dec 30 p 7 


[Text] The Central Government has decided to set up a Coal Mines Safety Board under 
the department of Coal which will undertake continous monitoring of safety measures 
in coal mines and advise the Government on improvement in safety standards, reports 
PTI. [as published!) 


Disclosing this at the fifth conference on safety in mines in Delhi on Friday, 
Minister of State for Energy Vikram Mahajan said the board would not in any way 
replace the functions of the Director General of Mines Safety, but would enable a 
close and continous watch to be kept on proper observations of safety practices in 
mines. [fas published! 


Mr Mahajan said that the continued emphasis on improving standards of safety had met 
with a considerable measure of success. During the last four years the number of 
fatalities in Coal India had been brought down to nearly half. 


The fatality rate per million manshifts, he said, had also come down to half 

during the last four years. There had also been a reduction in the number of per- 
sons seriously injured. In the last four years, the figure had come down by 25 per 
cent. The number of persons killed in 1976 in mining accident in the Coal India 
was 237. This came down to 189 in 1977, 151 in 1978 and 143 in 1979. 


In the current year, the number of persons killed in accident by the end of November 
is 112. 
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PLAN STEEL IMPORTS MAY COME FROM EAST BLOC 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 20 Dec 80 p 10 
[Text! Caleutta, Dec 19 


The Union Government permitted SAIL to import nearly 1.4 million tonnes of stee! 
during 1980-81, out of which nearly 6,92,000 tonnes are meant for buffer stock. 


The international steel importers, including bulk purchasers like SAIL, are however 
faced with the price resistance tactics of the EEC countries. 


These countries are engulfed with demand recession in steel for more than 4 year. 
The price of flat products particularly fell in these countries within the last 
three to four months alone, by about 10 per cent. 


Naturally bulk importers like SAT! preferred to take advantage of this down trend 

of steel price in the world mrket. But western steel producers, in order to prevent 
ite further crash have resorted to production cut-back. Initially West Germany was 
reluctant to follow the EEC line, but later it also followed. 


Thus a sizable portion of the buffer steel import planned by this country for 1980-81 
is expected to mature from the socialist bloc. From Romania 12,000 tonnes of plates 
for the buffer echeme were received three weeks ago. 


SAIL had held discussion with Romania for exporting to the country, in turn, 1,00,000 
tonnes of Durgapur steel plant's cold ingots. SAIL has reportedly also made arrange- 
ments with Bulgaria for import of steel. 
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USSR, UK Tu AID IN STEEL PLANT MODERNIZATION 


22 Dec 80 p 5 
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NEW SFED TREATMENT INCREASES MI'STARD CROP 


bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 28 Dec 80 p 15 
[Text] New Delhi, December 27, 


A novel seed treatment technique has been evolved by scientists of the Indian 
Agricultura! Research Institute (IARI) to raise manifold the yield of mustard, the 
major rabi oilseed crop. 


A yield level of over 20 quintals a hectare, against the present national average 
of about four to five quintale a hectare, has been achieved in the experimental 
fields through the use of the new technique, claimed to be very simple and inexpen- 
sive. During trials on cult‘vetors' fields, yields ranging from 12 to 17 qunitals 
a hectare were obtained. [as published] 


Mr. K. M. Peswani, who recently retired as seed entomologist of the IARI, led the 
team of scientists who worked on the new mustard production technology. He told 
this correspondent he would continue field trials of the new technique to ascertain 
ite effectiveness. During the current rabi the new method was tried out on farmers’ 
f,elds in some villages near Delhi. 


The technique involves soaking the mustard seeds overnight in two per cent solution 
of chemicals like phorate of disulfotone before sowing. It provided an effective 
protection against dreaded oustard pests like sawfly, painted bug and aphids for a 
period of about 60 days after sowing, eliminating the need for several pesticidal 
sp.ays that are normally done to control these pests. 


According to Mr. Peswani, the total cost of seed treatment works out to about Rs. 
1.50 a hectare, saving pesticides worth over Rs. 200. Even the seed distribution 
agencies can treat the seed with chemicals before supplying to farmers as the treat- 
ment does not impair seed viability. The plants from treated seeds are generaly 
vigourous and bear more pods. [as publ ishea] 


For best results, the farmers should combine seed treatment cechnique with improved 
package of cultivation practices, including one irrigation in later stages of plant 
growth and one spray of pesticide abort 80 days after sowing. The application of a 
balanced dose of fertilisers is also a must for obtaining higher yield, he feels. 
The use of potash, in particular, makes the plants sturdy and less prone to pest 
attack. 


103 














My, Peshwanl e@idhe wae How attempting te evolve similar seed treatment tech- 
fhiques for ether cfope, especially pulses, se that dependence on tonic chemicals 
fof pest and disease contfe! could be feduced, Euperiments on mung had proved 
encouraging bul extensive field teiale would have te be carried out before recom 
mehding afvyihing for general vee 
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CONGRESS (1) ELECTIONS--Ahmedabad, Dee. 21 (PT1)--Organisational elections to the 
Congrese=-! would be held in May next year, AICC-Il secretary § 8 Mahapatra, said 
yesterday, Organisational elections at the pradesh and the district levels would 
be over by March next year, he told newemen. Mr Mahapatra arrived here yesterday 
on @ day's visit mainly in connection with the coming panchayat elections in the 
State. We said the present appointments of the party office-bearere were purely 
on ad-hoc basis, Barring some inevitable exceptions, no Minister would be allowed 
to hold party positions, Mr Mahapatra said, Regarding the selection of the new 
president for GPOC-I Mr Mahapatra said the high command would announce ite choic 
by the end of next week. [Text] [NewDelhi PATRIOT in English 22 Dec 80 p 4) 


NAGA LEADER KILLED--Kohima, Dec 21 (UNI--Lt. Col Ashihi Mao, one of the leadere of 
the Muiwah-leak faction, wae killed by his own bodyguard in northern Burm 4 couple 
of weeke ago, according to 4 delayed report received 
"Lt Col" Mac, 4 Mao Naga from Manipur, is beliewed to 
of factional conflicts. The "Lt Col’ with about 
the Burmese Nayas, went to China in January 1979 il 
warfare and joined the Muivah-Isak faction after hie return last year. rext 
[New Delhi PATRIOT in English 22 Dee 80 p 7) 










CONTRACT WITH IRAQIS~-New Delhi, December 22: An Indian company hae won 4 contract 
worth Pe, 420 crores in Iraq for a part of a water and sewerage project in 


t 
area, 40 ke. from Baghdad. The project envisages 4 total outiay of Re. 960 crores. 
Thie is the largest single contract awarded to an Indian company in Iraq which had 
expressed ite displeasure with some Buropean and Japanese companies suspending 


their operation in the wake of the Iraq-iran conflict. The success of the Indian 
company in winning the contract indicates how the Indian personnel working on 
developmental projects in Iraq stuck to their jobs with the contractors meet ing 
their obligations ewen in war conditions. With the latest project, the value of the 
contracts awarded to Indian companies in Iraq has gone up to Re. 1,540 crores. 
[Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA im English 23 Dec 80 p 7) 














PROMOTION TO ADMIBAL=-Commodore 8, C, Chepra of the Westes Naval Comman. has been 
promoted 46 rear admiral=-the first officer out of the three services from the firet 
course of the National Defence Academy to acquire a flag rank, born on June 10, 
1932, and educated in Lahore, admiral Chopra joined the NDA (then joint services 
wing) in December, 1950, in its first course, Commissioned in September, 1953, he 
held various important, appointments both in the wiation branch and in general 
service, As 4 trainee flying inetructor in the Af Poree station, Tambaram, he 

won the coveted Majithia trophy for being the best flying inatructor, [Text] 
[fombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in Bnglish 28 Dee 80 p 7} 


JANATA PLENARY PLANG=<The twoeday firet plenary session of the Janata Party will 
begin at Sarnath on 14 Pebruary, 1981. The session, first to be held after the 
formation of the party on | May, 1977, will eleet new office-bearere and aleo the 
national executive, The national cowneil of the party will meet ae the subject com 
mittee at the same place on i2=1) February and will be attended by 600 persone, 
including 550 delegates and ex-officio members, [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in 
English 25 Dee 80 p 5) 


INDUSTRIAL GROWTH RATE--New Delhi, December 25 (UNI): The industrial growth rate in 
the firet eight sonthe of 1980 has shown 4 fall of 1.7 per cent despite the index of 
industrial production registering an increase for the third straight month in 
Auguet, Compared to the previous gonth, the index rose by 1.6 per cent to 149.6, 
Thies was accounted by the increase in production of textiles, chemicals and chemical 
products, electricity and basic metal industries. The production of food aanu- 
facturing industries, except beverage industries, sining and quarrying, traneport 
equipment and machinery, except electrical machinery industries, witnessed a fall, 
are an official release. [Text) ([Sembay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 26 Dec 60 
p?7 


SMUCCLING INTO BENGAL--Calecutta, December 25 (PTI): A huge quantity of bomb-making 
ingredients, sufficient to make over 28,000 bombs, hae found their way to West 
Benga! from Bangladesh during the last one gsonth, according to Mr. Kamalesh Roy, 
deputy commissioner of Calcutta police, detective department. Mr. Roy told PTI here 
today that 4 constant watch was being maintained on the border in 24-Parganas die- 
trict to track down the persone responsible for euch emuggling. He said that in a 
recent crack-down on the emugglere of explosives, 15 ke. of pottasiue chloride and 
arsenic disulphade were recovered from 4 border village in 24-Parganas. [ae pub- 
lished) It was aleo detected that another 406 ke. of chemicale had already been 
dieposed off in West Bengal recently, he said. [as published) 19 persone, incilu- 
ding three Bangladeshis, were arrested. [ae published) [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES 
OF INDIA in English 26 Dee 80 p 21] 


ROK-INDIAN TRADE-~-Madras, December 25 (UNI): Long-term measures for augment ing 
trade between India and South Korea will be discussed by the joint business council 
of the two countries at ite meeting in Seoul in Pebruary. This was stated by Mr. 
Heung Sik Lo, counsellor of the South Korean embassy in New Delhi, in achat with 
nevemen here yesterday. Mr. Lo Said South Korea exported goods worth US dollars 
86.89 willion last year. [ae published) Indian exporte to his country during the 
year were valued at US dollars 63.17 eillion. He expected South Korean exports to 
India to exceed the 120-illion-dollar q@ark this year. He said that with the aseunp- 
tion of office by President Chun Doo Hwan, who was committed to an “outward- 

looking open door policy.” there was wast scope for expansion of two-way trade. 

The possibility of joint wentures could aleo be explored. [Text] ([Sombay THE TIMES 
OF INDIA in English 26 Dee 80 p 21] 

















CONTWACT WITH LIBYA=<The Ladian head Construetion Corporation has bagged its big= 
geet contract to date worth for Re 105 erore, It is for a Vilekilometre road con- 
struction preiect in Libya, The read connecting Gheriat to Der) is to be completed 
in four years, The Corporation was likely to be awarded another important contract, 
in the face of stiff international competition chairman and managing director 

Ma) Gen, | 8 Sein told newemen on Friday, This for 4 372-kilometre road | inking 
Asedabia to Tobruk, aloog with two link roads of 150 ke leneth valued at about Re 
152 crores, [as published) The four-year-old corporation is also in the run for 
pre-qualifying bids in Malaysia, indonesia and Sri Lanka, The Libya contract 
signifies a big leap for the IRCC whose maiden contract of only Re 15 crore (also 
in Libya) has only just been completed, Presentiy it ie engaged in excuting six 
projects for constructing approximately 220 kms of roads valued at Re 3) crores, 
[Text) [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 20 Dee 80 p 10) 


BORROWINGS ABROAD--New Delhi, December 23 (PTI): India has decided to borrow money 
abioad at commercial rates and such borrowings may be done in the Arab countries 
and from Arab institutions though that is net the only choice the country hae, 
according to the Reserve Bank Governor, Mr, 1. G. Patel. The country now finds 
itself in 4 position to borrow abroad, he told KUWAIT TIMES and ARAB TIMES in a 
recent interview, “India expects to end up with a balance of payments deficit of 
$3.5 billion by March when ite financial year ends, There are several ways in 
which this deficit can be made up, One of them will be through comercial borrow- 
ing,” he said, The deficit, Mr. Patel said, was the direct result of the of] bill, 
He said India was planning various echemes to attract foreign investments in genera! 
and Arab capital in particular. Stating that India had relaxed rules for foreign 
investment, Mr. Patel said these changes were to facilitate the flow of surplus 
capital from oil-rich Arab neighbours, [Text|) [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in 
English 24 Dec 80 p 7) 





GRANT TO SRI LANKA--Colombo, December 23: India and Sri Lanka yesterday signed an 
agreement under which India will grant 4 Re. 10-crore (Sri Lanka Rs. 22 crores) 
credit for the purchase of tndian goode. This was announced by the cabinet spokes- 
man, Mr. Anandatisssa De Alwis, sinister of etate, after a cabinet seeting presided 
over by the President, Mr. J. 8. Jayewardene. Mr. De Alwis said the terms of fered 
by India were “the best to any country eo far.” The loan is repayable over 15-1/2 
years with three years of grace period at five per cent interest, It can be 
utilised for the purchase of goods from India, including vehicles and spare parts. 
Mr. De Alwie said that since 1966, India had provided lines of credit to the tune 
of Rs. 67.2 crores on easy terms. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 
24 Dec 80 p 7) 


DETAINEES IN PAKISTAN~-New Delhi, Dec. 23.--Mr L. K. Adwani, BJP leader, today urged 
the Government to do something for the defence personnel detained in Pakistan. Mak- 
ing 4 epeial mention in the Rajya Sabha, Mr Adwani said there were 260 Indians 
languishing in Pakistan jails. [ae published) The names of 13 of thee had been 
“conveyed”. The detainees include 40 defence officers, said to be “missing” and 

had been in Pakistani jaile since 1971. We said Mre Gandhi had written to the 
father of one of the eiesing officers that the Government had taken up the issue of 
their release and repatriation with Mr Agha Shahi, Pakistan's Foreign Minister during 
the latter's visit to New Delhi. She had assured him that steps would be taken by 
the Ministry of External Affaire in thie connexion. [Excerpt] [Calcutta THE 
STATESMAN in English 24 Dec 80 p 4) 
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MILITARY ACADEMY HWEAD--Major General Mathew Thomas, Director General of the Nationa! 
Cadet Corps, hase been promoted to the fank of Lieutenant Genera! and appointed as 
Commandant of the Indian Military Academy in Dehra Dun, [Text] (New Delhi PATRIOT 
in English 29 Dee 80 p 7) 


EXPECTED FOREIGN AlD=--Union Finance Minteter BR Venkataraman said in the Lok Sabhe 
on Friday that the total amount of foreign aid expected during 1980-8) wae Re 
1276.15 crores, according to PTL, External assistance received by India wae both in 
the form of loans and grants, Mr Venkataraman told Mr Chintamani Jena in 4 written 
reply, We said the extent of consultancy services if any, required by the projects 
proposed to be financed with foreign aid during 1980-81 would become clear only 
after the relevant projects were duly appraised by the donor agencies and negotia-~ 
tions were held for finalisation of agreements for financial assistance, [ Text) 
[New Delhi PATRIOT in English 20 Dee 80 p 10) 


INVITATION TO PRC--Janata Party general secretary Subramaniam Swamy will visit Peking 
some time in the second half of February next year. Dr Swamy said that he hae 
received an invitation from the Chinese Government and he would go to Peking after 
the Janata Party's plenary session to be held in the second week of Pebruary. Dr 
Swamy acquaint himself with the new Chinese leaders and their policies. [as pub- 
lished) (Text! (New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Dee 80 p 1) 


EXPANSION OF SHIPPING FLEET=<-Chandigarh, Dec, 26 (UNI)-<India will add 47 more 
ships to ite shipping fleet by the end of the sixth Plan, With thie, the tonnage 
of the indian shipping would be doubled from five sillion GRT to ten million GRT, 
[Text] (New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Dee 80 p 5) 


ENVOY TO UN--New Delhi, January |: Mr. N. Krishnan is being appointed as India's 
permanent representative to the U.N. An experienced diplomat, Mr Krishnan, who is 
an additional secretary in the ministry of external affaires, was till recently 
India's ambassador to Yugoslavia. Mr. Kriehnan's capacity to maintain calm in the 
midet of controversial negotiations or while drafting an international document 
earned him respect of his fellow diplomats in the U.N. and non-aligned conference. 
Mr. Brijesh Mishra, who is the present Indian permanent represent..ive, is likely 
to get 4 senior appointment. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in Bnglieh 

2 Jan B81 p 1) 


DANGE, SOVIET TALKS~-An emissary of the Soviet President, Mr. Leonid Brezhnev, 
called on the veteran communist leader, Mr. &. A. Dange, at his residence here 
yesterday. What precisely was discussed at the meeting between the two was not 
known, a6 Mr. Dange declined to say anything. Communist sources, however, believed 
that the need for the unity of the two CPI factions led by Mr. Dange and Mr. 
Rajeshwara Rao featured prominently during the meeting. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES 
OF INDIA in English 3} Jan 81 p 15) 


SOVIET NEWSPRINT--Mr Khursheed Alam Khan, Minister of the State for Commerce said 
in the Lok Sabha on Friday that the Soviet Union had shipped 30,000 metric tonnes 
of neveprint upto November this year and another 3,000 at was under loading, 
reports PTI. [as published) The Soviet Union had agreed to supply 45,000 at from 
1 April 1980 to 31 March 1981, the Minister told Mr PM Sayeed and Mr NC 
Chandrashekhara Murthy in a written reply. He said there was no shortage of news- 
print in the country. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 20 Dec 80 p 10) 





EXPORTS TO USSRe=Wew Delhi, Dee, 17, The National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing 
Federation of India Limited has signed a contract for export of onion worth Ks 
10,5 erores, and handpicked selected groundnuts valued at Re 8.25 crores during 


1980-8) with Sejugplodo-lmport of USSR, =-PTL, [Text] (Madras THE HINDU in Bnglieh 
19 Dee 80 p 6) 


ELECTRONIC CENSUS AlD--Amhedabad, Dee, 25, The direct data entry electronic system, 
firetof ite kind in the country has been started here for tabulation of census data 
of 1981, Thies electronic system, which wae inaugurated by Mr, P. Padmanabha, 
Registrar General and Census Commissioner, New Delhi, during hie visit here on 
Saturday last, has 16 terminals and 4 sicro processor, The cost of the system is 
nearly about Re 2 labhe, The new system would help to prepare the census tables 

of 1981 in lesser time, Besides Gujarath, the new system would come into operation 
in 10 other States.<-PTI, [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in Pnglieh 26 Dee 80 p 7) 


LANGUAGE POLICY PROTPST--The All Bengal Students Struggle Committee will organize 
etrikes and violate law in January to resist the “anti-people language and education 
policy” of the Left Front Government in Weet Bengal, The committee recently served 
an “ultimatum” to the Government. A spokesman of the Comittee said in Calcutta on 
Priday that the policy to abolish English at the primary level would deprive the 
poor of access to higher education and employment, The Committee would start a 
campaign to mobilize public opinion against the decision. [Text] [Calcutta THE 
STATESMAN in English 27 Dec 80 p 3) 


ANTI -MUSLIM ARTICLE--The West Benegal Government has confiscated the November 1, 1980, 
iseve of the Bengali fortnightly, PARIBARTAN, published by the Ltyadi Prakashani 
(Private) Limited from Calcutta. In 4 Press Note issued on Friday, it was alleged 
that the article, “Islam Dharme Mad 0 Moumachhi", published in the magazine, con- 
tained matters “which are deliberately and maliciously intended to outrage the 
religious feelings of the Muslims”. The Note added that every copy of the issue and 
all other documents such as reprints, translations and extracts from the article 
were confiscated by the Government under Section 95 of the Criminal Procedure Code, 
1973. (Text) [Caleutta THE STATESMAN in English 27 Dec 60 p 3) 


MANIPUR CONGRESS(1) LEADER--New Delhi, Dec. 26.--The Congrese(i) president, Mre 
Gandhi, has appointed Mr L. Lalit Singh the new President of the Manipur Pradesh 
Congress Committee(l), reports PTI. An AICC(1) Press release said here on Wednesday 
that Mr S. Zingthan has been appointed vice-president and Mr T. Gunadhwaja Singh, 
Me K. Bire Singh, Mr R. K. Jai Chandra Singh and Mr Lalkhopao Kom general secre- 
taries. The committee supersedes 41! such previous committees, the release said. 
(Text) [Caleuwtta THE STATESMAN in Englieh 27 Dec 80 p 13) 
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NEPAL 


NEPAL SCHEDULES ELECTIONS POR APRIL, MAY 198) 
Boubay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 23 Dee 80 p 21 
[Article by Mavin Kurve] 

[loxt] Kathmandu, December 22. 


Nearly 8.7 million Nepalese adultes will be eligible to vote in the general election 
to the Rashtriya Panchayat under the new constitution to be held between April 15 
and May 15, it ie learnt. 


The poll coming after 22 years in the Himalayan kingdom will be held at the same 
time in all the 75 disetricte--and will be coinciding with another national process 
and exercise--the ten-yearly census, 


There are 112 seats to be contested and 286 seats (25 per cent) to be filled by 
Royal nomination. For the past 20 yeare election to the legislature was indirect 
and held by annual rotation in three or four of Nepal's 14 zones. 


More than in the refererdum, the election and the census to be held at the same 
time will provide an administrative challenge in mountainous Nepal. [as pub- 
lished] 


The Election Commission today urged all Nepalese adults above 21 years of age on 
April 12, 1980, to enrol their names on the electoral rolls before January 13 in 
seven zones and before February 11 in the seven remaining snow-prone zones. 


Not all the amended articles in the new constitution came into immediate force. 
Eight articles, including those relating to general election on adult franchise 
basie, formation of new legislature and new ministry will come into force only 
after Nepal gazette notifies the date. 


The auch postponed national convention of the leaders and workers of the partyless 
panchayat (ruling side) is being held in February and reports suggest that the 
Premier, Mr. Surya Bahadur Thapa, has considerably strengthened his position in 
relation to his elder and senior rivals. 


The convention will probably issue an election manifesto. 


On the multi-party side, except the Subarna group most of the democratic and communist 
leaders appear to have expressed dissatisfaction with the third amendment. 


i10 








Only the left wing communists have already said they will have ne truck with the 
coming election while the response of the democratic segment may crystallise only 
after the return of Mr, B. PF. Koirala in another ten days, 


By wid=january, about 32 members of the Rashtriya Panchayat will complete their 
tenure and this includes some ministers in the Thapa ministry aleo., This has led to 
speculation that the opportunity may be availed to give an interim sort of government 
with several “outside elements” accommodated, 


Since the demand for an independent interim government to conduct the poll has been 


made by the Subarna group and aleo the former premier, Mr. T., P. Acharya, it is 
among the optione open before the King. 
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NEPAI. 


THIRD AMENDMENT SAID TO BRING NEPAL NEW ERA 

hombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 19 Dee 80 p 20 
[Article by Mavin Kurve] 

[Text] Kathmandu, December 18. 


Politics in Nepal hase entered a new phase with the coming into force of the third 
amendment to the constitution from Monday and prospects of the kingdom's firet 
direct election to the national legislature after 22 years. 


The Prime Minister, Mr. Surya Bahadur Thapa, admitted in 4 public speech on Tuesday 
that the statute reforme had “radically altered” politics in Nepal, while seven 
non-official dailies and cwo official ones yesterday welcomed the major changes as 
“not far reaching.” 


The gulti-party epokeamen, however, voiced their dissatisfaction with the amend- 
mente. The banned Nepali Congress leaders said they would await the return of 

Mr. B. P. Koirala from abroad to formlate their response, but meanwhile called the 
reforms undemocratic and inacceptable. The left communist leader, Mr. Manmohan 
Adhikari and democratic leaders, Mr. T. P. Acharya, Mr. D. R. Regmi and Mr. S. P. 
Upadhyaya, eaid they were “extremely diessatiefied" and were consulting each other 
on the next move. 


The oi ficial daily, RISING NEPAL editorially hoped that the third amendment would 
provide a “healing touch” of unity of purpose to 4 nation divided at the time of 
referendum into two echools of thought. It said that the statute reforms provided 
just the right opportunity to all Nepalese to come forward to build a prosperous 


Nepal. 


It may be recalled that the first two amendments to the constitution were in 1967 
and 1975. The firet amendment made partyless panchayat system “without alternative” 
and also banned politically motivated parties and organisations. The second amend- 
ment, in 1975, gave wider powers to the crown and overriding powers to village 


panchayats. 


The third amendment last Monday scrapped the ideological organisation (panchayats) 
and introduced direct election to the national panchayat on the basis of adult 
franchise. It provided for a premier elected by the legislature and 4 ministry 
accountable to the house of the people's elected representatives. It also raised the 
number of people to be nominated by the crown to 25 per cent henceforth. 











In the referendum, the issue at stake was relatively impersonal=-which system is 
preferred in Kathmandu=-hundreds of miles away for most people in the mountainous 
kinedom, 


The pto-democratic daily NAVIN KHASAR, described Monday's changes as 4 big step 
towards democracy and a good omen for future, The daily SAMAJ editorially called 
the reforms the “biggest step so far and both timely and in consonance with the 
people's wishes.” The English daily, COMMONER, said the message of the amendment 
wae that there should be national reconciliation rather than confrontation 


The English daily, MOTWERLAND, editorially said amendments had “swung open the door 
of the panchayat to people of all shades of opinion and affiliations.” 
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THA TLAND 


OFFICIAL DEFENDS FORCED BIRTH CONTROL OF KAMPUCHEAN REFUGEES 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 31 Dec 80 p 8 
[Article by Claes Bratt] 


[Text] The severely criticized birth control program for refugees in Thailand is 
continuing and will be expanded. At tie same time, however, the worst excesses 
have been stopped. 


All camps for Kampucheans will be involved in the program within the near future, 
and plans to extend family planning to refugees from Laos are taking shape. Tens 
of thousands of women are involved. Criticism, most of all from foreign relief 
workers, has been dampened, both on the basis of changes in the program and on the 
strong Thai reaction to the criticien. 


Most of the women within the fertility age brackets in the refugee camp Kamput near 
the Kampuchean border were forced to take injections of depo provera, a controver- 
sial contraceptive which prevents conception for 3 cr more months. The women's 
names were called over loud speakers by military personnel who carried out the pro- 
gram. Those who dare not come forward were found in their homes and given injec- 
tions there. 


‘No Choice’ “It was actually not a question of force,” says an American doctor 
whose Christian organization is active in Kamput, "it was just that they were not 
given any choice.” 


Protests against the compulsory in injections in Kamput, together with other 
criticiems in regard to the family planning programs, lead to a series of meetings 
between the suthorities involved and the relief organizations. Compulsory injec- 
tions stopped this summer, but other complaints remain. 


Many aid workers point to the Lack of information given to the women in the camp, 
the possible risks involved in depo provera and the lack of medical checks before 
and after the women are given the contraceptive. Others are of the opinion that 
the riske are exaggerated and the complaints are disturbing relations with the Thai 
authorities in a way which ultimately can make difficult the task of helping the 
refugees. 
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"Has Been Use for 16 Years" Mechai Viravaidya, who is leader of CBERS (Community- 
based emergency relief services), the Thal organization which has been given the 
task of carrying out family planning among the refugees, dismisses the objections, 


"The most important thing for me ie our nation's sovereignty=-depo provera has been 
approved by our medical board, it is used by our ministry of health services, and 
about 200,000 women take this preparation every year. Moreover, we have used it 
extensively in Thailand for 16 yeare without any of the feared-for secondary effects." 


"The problem is the FDA problem, an American problem, not a Thai problem. PFansidar 
(the most common antimalaria drug here) has not been accepted by the FDA, but every 
western doctor, Swedes, Thai, what you will, use fansidar in the camps, and they do 
it happily and they are saving lives. Why do we not take a look at the double 
morality here?" 


But rumours regarding depo provera have spread through the camps. in Khao I Dang, 
the largest camp with a population of about 70,000 people, Por Yuon, a mother of 8, 
relates that she decided to go and get an injection because "I 4m too poor to have 
more children.” After her second injection she felt dizzy and sick, the usual 
complaints among the women in Khao I Dang. 


Mechai dismisses the talk about dizziness, fever and feeling sick and says that the 
women attribute to depo provera effects which have nothing to do with the drug which 
have not been reported elsewhere. 


"It is like blaming one's headache on one's wrist watch," Mechai says but neverthe- 
less admits that the negative rumours regarding depo provera heve radically changed 
the pattern of family planning. 





Previously it was 80 percent injections, now it is 80 percent pills, 15 percent 
take injections, a | 5 percent use condoms. 


New Preparation 


Despite all the assurances regarding the harmlessness of depo provera, Mechai's 
organization, CBERS, has begun to use a new preparation, noristerat, which is like 
depo provera but is said to have fewer secondary effects. 


But even if the use of depo provera has gone down very much, much of the criticism 
regarding the family planning program remains. Why have a birth control project at 
all for the Kampucheans who only a few years ago were said to be threatened with 
extermination? 


Military Pressure 


Family planning has strong supporters within the Thai military. Relief workers 
believe that concern over being saddled with tens of thousands of unwanted refugees 
for an indeterminable period maybe the basis for their agitation. 


"We are not concerned. If the international organizations cease taking full respon- 
sibility, we will see the camps empty and the Kampucheans on the other side of the 
border faster than anyone would have believed possible," an officer in Bangkok says. 
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"What applies to the Thais goes aleo for others who come here, another officer 
says. "And we are not ready to let the problem get out of hand; we don't want 
any over=-population in the camps." 


"Chickens the Enticement™ - Family planners in Khao I Dang reject accusations that 
they have used chickens a8 an enticement to get women to take the shots. According 
to CBERS the chickens and other food products were part of the program for pregnant 
and nursing mothers, but was managed by the same personnel which gave the shots. 
None of the women with whom I talked in Khao I Dang had known that they would get 

a chicken when they took the shot. Many never received any chicken. 


Despite assurances from CBERS, far from all the women are examined medically before 
they get a shot or pille. Lay Sokhon, the mother of one child and now eight months’ 
pregnant, went to the clinic to get a shot. 


She was not examined. After the shot she felt feverish and ill and went back to the 
clinic, where they said it was not anything especially serious but wholly normal. 
About a month later Lay Sokhon discovered that she was pregnant at the time of the 
injection. She does not plan to go back to the clinic. 


None of the women I met had been given any kind of medical examination before they 
received the shot. 
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